ANSWERS

1.  Students should give clear examples of vertebrate classification.

2.  Summaries should show that vertebrates are grouped by their traits.

3.  Rosita can observe the skin.  If it appears moist, the animal is likely to be an amphibian.  If the skin is dry and has scales, the animal is probably a reptile.

4.  Possible answer:  Paragraphs should include, but are not limited to: vertebrates have a backbone.  Mammals have fur or hair, breathe with lungs, and give birth to live young.  Birds have feathers, wings, and two legs, and they lay eggs.  Reptiles have dry, scaly skin and breathe with lungs.  Amphibians start life in water but move to land as adults.  Fish live in water, breathe with gills, and have scales.

5.  Mammals use lungs to take in oxygen, while fish use gills to take in oxygen.

