World History Pre-Test
Multiple Choice
Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
____
1.
Increasing numbers of people learned to read after the mid-1400s because

	a.
	most people had ample leisure time.

	b.
	most people had ample disposable income.

	c.
	printed materials became more available.

	d.
	illumination made works of literature extremely beautiful.


____
2.
Which of the following occurred as a result of Martin Luther’s stand against indulgences?

	a.
	Germany rejected Lutheranism and remained Roman Catholic.

	b.
	Lutheranism spread first to England and Scotland, then to France and Italy.

	c.
	Henry VIII started a new religion in England called Anabaptism.

	d.
	The Protestant Reformation began.


____
3.
The ultimate goal of the early Portuguese explorers was to

	a.
	find a water route around Africa to India.

	b.
	discover new lands.

	c.
	explore the coast of Africa.

	d.
	spread Christianity.


____
4.
During the rise of capitalism, European investors willingly took the risk of investing in overseas trade because

	a.
	the rising demand for goods drove prices higher.

	b.
	their governments rewarded them with political appointments overseas.

	c.
	they were committed to spreading Christianity around the globe.

	d.
	they objected to new food products being introduced in their home countries.


“The stench of the hold. . . was so intolerably loathsome, that it was dangerous to remain there for any time. . . The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate. . . almost suffocated us. . . The shrieks of the women, and the groans of the dying, rendered the whole scene of horror almost inconceivable.”

—Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, 1789
____
5.
In the passage by Olaudah Equiano, he describes

	a.
	plantation life.
	c.
	a slave ship.

	b.
	indentured servitude.
	d.
	an encomienda.


____
6.
Mercantilists would advocate that a nation do which of the following?

	a.
	Import more goods than it exports.

	b.
	Sell more goods than it buys from foreign countries.

	c.
	Buy more goods than it sells to foreign countries.

	d.
	Remove all barriers to free trade.


____
7.
How did the Renaissance contribute to the Age of Exploration?

	a.
	by emphasizing the importance of converting people to Christianity

	b.
	by awakening a spirit of discovery and innovation in Europe

	c.
	by fostering a belief in the importance of working as a group

	d.
	by persuading Europeans that the pursuit of wealth was all-important


____
8.
Which of the following was a challenge to the French monarchy’s philosophy of “one king, one law, one religion”?

	a.
	absolute monarchy
	c.
	the Huguenots

	b.
	the Catholic Church
	d.
	German princes


“The pretended power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority, without consent of parliament is illegal. . .”

—The English Bill of Rights
____
9.
Which of the following does the passage from The English Bill of Rights guarantee?

	a.
	Members of parliament will enjoy freedom of speech.

	b.
	The monarch will not have absolute power.

	c.
	Democratic, free elections will be held regularly.

	d.
	The monarch will be abolished.


____
10.
Absolute monarchs argued that their power must not be challenged because

	a.
	the pope had crowned them.

	b.
	they were the most intelligent men in their nations.

	c.
	they were democratically elected.

	d.
	they ruled by divine right.


____
11.
The new way of thinking that emerged in the mid-1500s is called the

	a.
	geocentric theory.
	c.
	Enlightenment.

	b.
	Scientific Revolution.
	d.
	American Revolution.


____
12.
How did Hobbes and Rousseau differ?

	a.
	Rousseau believed in the idea of a social contract; Hobbes did not.

	b.
	Rousseau believed an absolute monarchy was essential; Hobbes did not.

	c.
	Rousseau believed people were naturally good; Hobbes did not.

	d.
	Hobbes believed people needed protection from government; Rousseau did not.


____
13.
What led scientists to study the natural world more closely in the mid-1500s?

	a.
	a series of natural disasters
	c.
	the death of Aristotle

	b.
	Thomas Paine’s pamphlet
	d.
	exploration


____
14.
Why did King Louis XVI call a meeting of the Estates General to be held in spring 1789?

	a.
	to press for reform in the legislative process

	b.
	to begin the process of writing a new constitution for France

	c.
	to get approval for new taxes on the Third Estate

	d.
	to get approval to rescind tax exemptions for the First Estate


____
15.
Which of the following legislative bodies ended the monarchy and proclaimed France a republic?

	a.
	the National Assembly
	c.
	the National Convention

	b.
	the Legislative Assembly
	d.
	the Directory


____
16.
Part of the legacy of the French Revolution is that

	a.
	it has discouraged revolutions worldwide for 200 years.

	b.
	it has inspired people to fight for their rights in other parts of the world.

	c.
	citizens’ rights in Europe were never again restricted.

	d.
	all European monarchies became democracies.


____
17.
The rights outlined in the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen did not extend to

	a.
	the bourgeoisie.
	c.
	the First Estate.

	b.
	women.
	d.
	the workers.


____
18.
Which of the following countries was the first to industrialize?

	a.
	the United States
	c.
	France

	b.
	Great Britain
	d.
	Japan


____
19.
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels argued that capitalism would inevitably lead to

	a.
	an energy crisis.
	c.
	an extensive welfare state.

	b.
	poverty and a workers’ revolution.
	d.
	enslavement of most of the population.


____
20.
Britain’s colonial empire fueled the development of industry in that country because

	a.
	the nation had access to vast amounts of raw materials.

	b.
	the war machine required quick and efficient production of goods.

	c.
	colonies provided slave labor for growing industries.

	d.
	workers in the colonies earned far less than workers in Britain.


____
21.
Charles Darwin’s book, On the Origin of Species, was controversial because it

	a.
	justified withholding welfare from the poor.

	b.
	stated that all human diseases could be cured.

	c.
	differed from the creation story in the Bible.

	d.
	suggested there were patterns among elements in the periodic table.


____
22.
Which of the following was a solution to scarce living and working space in cities?

	a.
	the mechanization of industry
	c.
	the construction of subways

	b.
	the construction of skyscrapers
	d.
	the expansion of public education


____
23.
What caused the growth in leisure time activities in the late 1800s?

	a.
	the move from cities to suburbs

	b.
	higher incomes and more free time

	c.
	private funding of concert halls and theaters

	d.
	automobiles


____
24.
The Russian economy differed from the rest of Europe’s because it

	a.
	was primarily industrial.

	b.
	was strong.

	c.
	was primarily agricultural.

	d.
	rested on diverse industries, including manufacturing, mining, and agriculture.


____
25.
Russian Marxists wanted to create what form of government in Russia?

	a.
	a Communist dictatorship
	c.
	a capitalist democracy

	b.
	a socialist republic
	d.
	an autocracy


____
26.
Before 1858, British imperialism in India was carried out by the 

	a.
	British government.
	c.
	British East India Company.

	b.
	Indian Civil Service.
	d.
	British National Congress.


____
27.
Which best describes political motives driving the new European imperialism in Africa?

	a.
	European leaders believed that controlling colonies would gain them more respect from other leaders.

	b.
	European leaders wanted to develop industry in Africa and reap their profits.

	c.
	Population decline led European countries to look to Africa for workers to fuel industrialization in home countries.

	d.
	Europeans believed they had much to learn from Africans.


“I contend that we are the finest race in the world and that the more of the world we inhabit the better it is for the human race. . . What an alteration there would be if they [Africans] were brought under Anglo-Saxon influence.”

—Cecil Rhodes, Confessions of Faith, 1877
____
28.
The quote by Cecil Rhodes is an example of which of the following?

	a.
	sati
	c.
	swadeshi

	b.
	Social Darwinism
	d.
	nationalism


____
29.
Which of the following was one factor that allowed European nations to extend their control over Asia and Africa after 1800?

	a.
	military advantages such as superior weapons

	b.
	the rise of great empires in Asia and North Africa

	c.
	the superiority of European trading networks

	d.
	European democratic traditions


____
30.
Why did both sides in World War I turn to new weapons?

	a.
	because trench warfare had led to a stalemate

	b.
	because there were not enough weapons to arm the millions of soldiers

	c.
	because advances in radar technology made bombers almost useless

	d.
	because both sides wanted to avoid the deaths of too many soldiers


____
31.
Which series of events led to World War I? 

	a.
	Austria took over Bosnia, Serbia declared war on Austria, and Germany declared war on Serbia.

	b.
	Germany declared war on Serbia, Russia moved to support Serbia, and Great Britain declared war on Russia.

	c.
	Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, Russia moved to support Serbia, and Germany declared war on Russia.

	d.
	An Austrian-Hungarian nobleman was assassinated, Germany moved to support Austria, and Great Britain declared war on Germany.


____
32.
Women’s participation in World War I consisted primarily of

	a.
	entertaining the troops.

	b.
	fighting on the front line.

	c.
	assisting on the home front and nursing wounded soldiers.

	d.
	filling vacated jobs in the service industry.


____
33.
Bolsheviks planned that which of the following groups would lead a revolution and rule Russia? 

	a.
	nobles
	c.
	socialists

	b.
	the Whites
	d.
	the military


____
34.
Stalin wanted to transform the Soviet Union into

	a.
	an idyllic agrarian society of small farmers.

	b.
	a modern industrialized country.

	c.
	a classless society run by working people.

	d.
	a peaceful, moral society based on service to the greater good.


____
35.
Stalin’s approach to Communist government differed from Karl Marx’s because

	a.
	Stalin put control of the means of production in the workers’ hands, rather than have the government control production.

	b.
	Stalin wanted to increase the government’s power rather than reduce it.

	c.
	Stalin allowed market forces to influence production levels, rather than the government.

	d.
	Stalin wanted to reduce the government’s power rather than increase it.


____
36.
The Nuremberg Laws 

	a.
	allowed Jewish people to reclaim their citizenship if they renounced their faith.

	b.
	deported all Jews from Germany for the first time.

	c.
	defined a person as Jewish based on ancestry of grandparents, not religious beliefs.

	d.
	aimed at including Jews in mainstream life in Germany.


____
37.
What event led to a decisive shift away from isolationism in the United States?

	a.
	the Battle of Britain

	b.
	the discovery of Auschwitz

	c.
	the sinking of American ships by German submarines

	d.
	the attack on Pearl Harbor


____
38.
The Nazi campaign to imprison inferior people included which of the following targets?

	a.
	Jews and Aryans

	b.
	only Jews

	c.
	Jews, homosexuals, disabled people, Poles, Slavs, and Gypsies

	d.
	all residents of Allied countries


____
39.
Why did American and British forces plan a massive invasion of Western Europe?

	a.
	to maintain control of Atlantic shipping routes

	b.
	to open a second front and put the Axis forces on the defensive

	c.
	to avenge Pearl Harbor

	d.
	to help the Soviets, who were battling German forces in Stalingrad and Leningrad


____
40.
The difficulties Allied leaders had in reaching agreement at the Potsdam Conference were due to

	a.
	growing ill-will between the Soviet Union and other Allies.

	b.
	uncertainties about when the war would end in Europe.

	c.
	the fight of many colonized people for independence.

	d.
	the refusal of the Soviet Union to join the United Nations.


____
41.
Hitler’s Final Solution included

	a.
	opening a second front in Western Europe.

	b.
	less restrictive laws benefiting Germany’s Jewish population.

	c.
	concentration camps, death camps, and Einsatzgruppen.

	d.
	deportation of European Jews.


____
42.
Soviets blocked land, rail, and water routes into West Berlin in 1948 in order to

	a.
	force the West to leave Berlin.

	b.
	topple Hitler from power.

	c.
	put down a dangerous uprising in East Berlin.

	d.
	keep Nazis from escaping the city.


MAYDAY!
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—Dick Adair/Honolulu Advertiser/Rothco Cartoons
____
43.
The cartoon titled “MAYDAY!” suggests that the primary cause of the collapse of the Soviet Union was 

	a.
	a military coup.
	c.
	World War II.

	b.
	economic problems.
	d.
	the counterculture.


____
44.
The Cold War ended when

	a.
	the Berlin Wall fell.

	b.
	Mikhail Gorbachev was deposed by a military coup.

	c.
	the Soviet Union collapsed.

	d.
	Mikhail Gorbachev won the Nobel Peace Prize.


____
45.
Soviet leaders wanted to control Eastern Europe after World War II because

	a.
	they wanted a buffer zone of friendly governments to protect against attack.

	b.
	they needed the rich natural resources of the region.

	c.
	otherwise it might be controlled by Germany.

	d.
	Eastern European people had elected Communist governments.


____
46.
The Cultural Revolution in China led to

	a.
	a flowering of art, architecture and literature.

	b.
	the deaths of hundreds and thousands of people.

	c.
	a Communist revolution.

	d.
	the overthrow of Mao Zedong.


____
47.
The creation of “homelands” in South Africa had which of the following effects?

	a.
	It forced millions of black men to migrate to work in industry and mines.

	b.
	It gave poor peasants land to farm.

	c.
	It gave everyone the right to vote.

	d.
	It forced poor people in rural areas to work on communal farms.


____
48.
By the end of the 1960s, many former European colonies in Africa were ruled by which of the following forms of government?

	a.
	constitutional monarchies
	c.
	dictatorships

	b.
	democratic republics
	d.
	socialist communes


____
49.
What were Fidel Castro’s goals in Cuba?

	a.
	to impose moderate democratic reforms

	b.
	to end U.S. dominance, redistribute wealth, and reform society

	c.
	to establish a Marxist regime

	d.
	to industrialize the country in order to pump money into the economy


____
50.
Which system of government tends to best protect the human rights of its citizens?

	a.
	military rule
	c.
	autocracy

	b.
	dictatorship
	d.
	democracy
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