Chapter 2: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. What were the foundations upon which the Age of Exploration was built? 

Answer:  A spirit of discovery and innovation during the Renaissance, technology borrowed from other cultures

2. What discoveries were made by explorers from Portugal and Spain?

Answer:  Learned about Africa; found sea route to India; landed in the Americas; circumnavigated the world

3. What drove explorers from the rest of Europe?

Answer: Desire for shorter route to Asia, new trading partners, search for Northwest Passage

Chapter 2: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. How did Spain build an empire in the Americas?

Answer:  Introduced encomienda system, conquered Aztec and Inca empires, viceroys governed land

2. What kind of colony did the Portuguese establish in Brazil?

Answer:  A farming colony

3. What was life like in the French, Dutch, and English colonies in the Americas?

Answer:  Based on trade, fishing, furs

Chapter 2: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. How did exploration result in a new exchange of plants and animals?

Answer:  As contact increased between Europe and the Americas, plants, animals, and disease traveled from one part of the world to another.

2. What was mercantilism and how did it push the drive to establish colonies?

Answer:  System based on the idea that a nation’s strength was based on its wealth; colonies helped provide wealth

3. How did global trade lead to the rise of capitalism in Europe?

Answer:  It provided opportunities for individuals to invest money and build wealth. 

Chapter 2: Section 4 Reading Focus

1. Where did the Atlantic slave trade originate?

Answer:  Along a triangular route connecting traders in Europe, Africa, and the Americas

2. How did slavery evolve in the American colonies? 

Answer:  By the end of the 1600s,England dominated the slave trade; living conditions for slaves were harsh; some enslaved people rebelled.

3. What were the consequences of the slave trade?

Answer:  Death or loss of freedom for millions, devastation of African societies

