Chapter 18: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. What were some key economic and social trends in postwar Latin

America? 

Answer:  economic—land reform, industrialization; social—gap between

rich and poor, urbanization

2. How did the Cuban Revolution come about and what changes did it bring?

Answer:  discrepancy between rich and poor, corrupt dictator, Fidel Castro led revolt; virtually ended illiteracy, provided free healthcare, nationalized properties and businesses, communism,

loss of civil liberties

3. What other revolutions arose in Central America?

Answer:  Guatemala—civil war between guerrilla fighters and military; El Salvador—civil war between Communist-supported guerrillas and the army; Nicaragua—Sandinistas came to power, Contras, a rebel group, continued violent attacks on the country

Chapter 18: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. How did life change under dictatorships in Argentina?  

Answer:  the economy took a downturn, personal freedoms were denied, “dirty war” of violence and fear

2. What changes occurred during the dictatorship in Brazil?

Answer:   incurred great debt, living standards declined; death squads; economy crashed, inflation skyrocketed

3. What was life like in Chile during Pinochet’s dictatorship?

Answer:  civil rights restricted, no free speech, no opposition tolerated

4. How did dictatorships affect life in other countries?

Answer:  caused turmoil, economic disasters, and instability, raised international concern

Chapter 18: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. How did democracy return to Latin America?

Answer:  military governments forced to relax restrictions in order to obtain loans, severe social and economic problems, pro-democracy groups encouraged political opposition military dictatorships voted out

2. How has democracy in Mexico changed in recent years?

Answer:  A non-PRI president in office; signing of NAFTA

3. What have been the results of market reforms in Latin America?

Answer:  mixed results, some economic growth; poverty continues; election of leftistleaning governments

