Chapter 15: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. How did peace create problems for the Allies? 

Answer:  Allies disagreed on what to do with Eastern Europe and how governments of these countries should be organized.

2. How did the Cold War conflict worsen in the late 1940s? 

Answer:  establishment of Communist governments in Europe, Soviet Union did not remove troops

from Iran, U.S. commitment to provide economic and military aid to countries threatened by spread of communism

3. What were some of the early Cold War confrontations?

Answer:  Berlin blockade and Airlift, Korean War

Chapter 15: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. How did the arms race begin in the 1950s and early 1960s? 

Answer:  Soviets developed and tested atomic bomb; U.S. followed and countered with hydrogen bomb; both countries developed ICBMs

2. How did the Cold War contribute to conflict around the world?

Answer:   Directly and indirectly, the United States and the Soviet Union entered into military

battles in an effort to stop or assist in the spread of communism.

3. How did the superpowers attempt to achieve arms control during the Cold War?

Answer:  United States tried open skies treaty, signed Test Ban Treaty, SALT I, ABM Treaty, SALT II, Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty

Chapter 15: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. What were the major social changes taking place in North America after World War II? 

Answer:  civil rights movement, feminism, counterculture movement, returning soldiers buying homes and attending college, baby boom

2. How did Western Europe recover economically in the postwar era?

Answer:  slowly at first, but with the help of the Marshall Plan, most of Western Europe recovered better than before the war

3. How did Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union change after World War II? 

Answer:  The Soviet Union had complete control over Eastern Europe and crushed revolts in 1950s and 1960s; in 1989, countries began to throw off Soviet-backed regimes, ending Soviet domination of

Eastern Europe.

Chapter 15: Section 4 Reading Focus

1. How did the Soviet Union break up? 

Answer:  Gorbachev’s power reduced, republics within the Soviet Union declared independence, Soviets unable to quell the unrest

2. What changes occurred in Europe after communism ended?

Answer:  conflict in Yugoslavia, unemployment, migration from east to west, European Union

3. What challenges does the United States face today?

Answer:  The U.S. economy did well in the 1990s with the beginning of the information age, but conflicts continue in the Middle East, as does war on terror

