Chapter 12: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. Why was Europe on the brink of war in 1914?

Answer:  rising tensions resulting from militarism, alliances, imperialism, and nationalism

2. Why did war break out?

Answer:  Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, leading to war between both countries’ allies.

3. What were the results of the fighting in 1914?

Answer: Both sides suffered heavy losses; Russia attacked East Prussia; trench warfare began; the war became a bloody stalemate.

Chapter 12: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. How was the World War I battlefield different than those of earlier wars?

Answer: poison gas, new weapons, trench warfare

2. How did the war affect the home front?

Answer:   Involved nations’ governments took control of the lives of their people and women entered the workforce.

3. What happened on the Western Front?

Answer: France and Germany both suffered enormous casualties in the Battle of Verdun; the Battle of the Somme resulted in enormous casualties for the British and Germans; Germans defeated British in the Third Battle of Ypres; front lines remained unchanged.

4. How did the war spread around the world?

Answer:  over 30 nations officially took sides; Ottoman Empire joined Central Powers; war fought in Asia, in the Pacific, and in Africa; Allied colonists contributed to the war

Chapter 12: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. What was Russia's experience in World War I? 

Answer: After the revolution in 1905, there were economic problems, worker strikes, and a Marxist group sought to lead a revolution against the czar’s government.

2. What were the main events of the Russian Revolution?

Answer: With the Russian citizens, the army, and the Duma against him, Czar Nicholas abdicated; the Duma formed a provisional government; the Russian army collapsed; the Bolsheviks took over

3. What major events took place after the Russian Revolution?

Answer:  Russia signed peace treaty and lost a huge territory; civil war between Bolsheviks and the White Army; Lenin’s New Economic Policy

Chapter 12: Section 4 Reading Focus

1. Why did the United States enter the war? 

Answer: Germany attacked the Lusitania and other ships, killing many Americans. German leaders tried to push Mexico into attacking the United States. Many Americans felt strong ties to Great Britain.

2. What events led to the end of the fighting?

Answer: As Germany advanced toward Paris, they lost 900,000 troops. American troops arrived, and the Alllies combined the use of tanks and aircraft.

3. What issues made the peace process difficult?

Answer:  Each of the four major Allies had different goals, which made it difficult for them to come to an agreement.

4. What were the costs of the war?

Answer:  Nearly nine million soldiers died and millions more were wounded or taken prisoner; many national economies were destroyed; some nations and English colonies experienced political unrest.

