World History
Grade 7

Chapter 3 Section 3 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. Cuneiform is the name for the world’s first system of writing and was developed in Sumer.
1b. Writing is one of history’s most important cultural advances as a tool that allows later historians and archaeologists to learn about life during a time period long ago. Written communication provides insight into business transactions, government and temple records. In the case of Sumer, scribes recorded works on history, law, grammar, literature, and math, including proverbs, stories, and songs.
1c. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately describe which current leader he or she would choose to write an epic about and why in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.
2a. Carts and wagons as well as potter’s wheels are two examples of early uses of the wheel.
2b. The invention of the plow was important to the Sumerians in several ways. First, it made it easier to break through the hard clay soil of Sumer, eventually increasing farm production.
3a. The basic Sumerian building material were bricks of mud.
3b. Cylinder seals were carved into round stones and then rolled over clay to leave their mark, leaving an almost artistic design.
4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


5. Focus on Writing, Evaluating Information:  Student lists should be well conceived and convincing, and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in this section, as well as the material in those sections prior.
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