World History
Grade 7

Chapter 21 Section 1 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. The Enlightenment, also known as the Age of Reason, names a period in time when reason was used to guide people’s thoughts about society, politics, and philosophy.

1b. Most Enlightenment thinkers sought three great goals – knowledge, freedom and happiness.
2a. The Enlightenment was a secular movement because it focused on logic and reason, not on any religious discovery or belief. Because of their questioning of many long held church views, scientists were also set apart from any sort of religious connection or affiliation.
2b. An emphasis on the importance of reason was the connection between the discoveries of the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment.
2c. The idea of natural law contributed to the Enlightenment as thinking shifted toward the rational rather than the religious. The idea that there was a moral code or set of laws that existed allowed people to believe that they had a chance or reason to question or think outside of those ideas taught by the church or government.
3a. Voltaire spoke out against censorship and advocated freedom of thought and speech. 
3b. Adam Smith suggested that economics were governed by natural law and that individuals should be free to make their own choices, which would then promote economic growth.
4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


5. Focus on Writing: Student written ideas should include what he or she would say in favor of the following Enlightenment topics: science, religion, women’s rights, and economics, as well as how these might help people. This knowledge should be appropriately applied, and should accurately reflect the material in the section.
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