World History
Grade 7

Chapter 16 Section 2 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. Aztec civilization developed on a swampy island in the middle of Lake Texcoco in north central Mexico.
1b. The Aztecs in Tenochtitln built causeways and canals to allow access to their island location. The Aztecs also devised a way to farm in floating gardens, and were successful at working around the lack of farmland on their island location. 
1c The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain how Tenochtitln’s location could have been both a benefit and a hindrance to the Aztecs in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material, with reference to the benefits and detriments of living on an island.
2a. The Aztecs fed their gods human hearts and blood.
2b. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain which of the emperor, warriors, priests, or others in Aztec society had the hardest role in that society in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material. 

3a. Moctezuma II was the last Aztec emperor, who was killed in the Spanish conquest led by Cortes.
3b. Other Indians in the region resented the Aztecs harsh rule and helped Cortes defeat the Aztecs.
3c. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain how history might have changed if the Aztecs had first viewed Cortes as a threat rather than a god in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material.
4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


5. Focus on Writing: Student notes should accurately describeTenochtitln, the events that went on in daily life there, what happened when the Spanish discovered the Aztec capital and the subsequent fall of the empire. The material from the section should be appropriately applied in the article.
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