World History
Grade 7

Chapter 12 Section 1 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.

1a. An oasis names a wet, fertile, area within a desert.
1b. Because Arabia’s deserts have a very limited amount of water, towns often developed near oases, wet, fertile areas within these deserts. 
1c. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion. Student answers should be well written and should explain if life would have been better for nomads or townspeople in early Arabia, with examples that can be referenced in the section material.
2a. A key Islamic belief about God is that there was only one, who was referred to as Allah.
2b. Muslims believe that Muhammad received the ideas that started Islam through messages that came directly from God, or Allah.
2c. Muhammad’s time in Medina was important to the growth of Islam in many ways. He became a spiritual and political leader in Medina and his home became the first mosque, or building for Muslim prayer.
3. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page


4. Focus on Writing: Student ideas should accurately reflect what he or she learned about Muhammad in the section material and this knowledge should be appropriately applied in answering the question “Who was Muhammad?”
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