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	MAIN IdEas


1.
The purpose of election campaigns is to help the public learn about the candidates so that the voters can make informed decisions.


2.
Funding, how much a candidate receives and from whom, is a key part of election campaigns.


3.
Voting is one of the most important rights given to American citizens since it gives citizens a voice in their government.


Reviewing Vocabulary, Terms, and PeoplE

In the space provided, write the word from the word bank below that best matches each description.

	527 group
	sound bite
	redistricting

	negative campaigning
	issue ads
	demographic




1.
the process of drawing new boundaries for legislative districts



2.
campaign strategy that attacks the opponent during a campaign



3.
a tax-exempt organization created to influence an election



4.
a population group defined by a specific characteristic or set of characteristics



5.
a very brief segment of a speech or statement



6.
advertisements that support or oppose candidates’ views without specifically calling for their election or defeat

Comprehension and Critical Thinking

Read each of the following pairs of sentences, and cross out the FALSE sentence.


7.
a.
During the 1960 presidential debates, people who listened to the debates on the radio thought that Kennedy had won.


b.
During the 1960 presidential debates, people who listened to the debates on the radio thought that Nixon had won.


8.
a.
The BCRA banned soft-money contributions for political party ads.


b.
The FECA banned soft-money contributions for political party ads.


9.
a.
Leadership PACs are allowed to raise an unlimited amount of money.


b.
Leadership PACs are allowed to raise a limited amount of money.


10.
a.
Poll workers are volunteers that a party or candidate sends to polling places to ensure that the election there is run fairly. 


b.
Poll watchers are volunteers that a party or candidate sends to polling places to ensure that the election there is run fairly.

responsibilities of leadership

Using the list below, determine which responsibility is identified by each statement.

	political parties working together
	campaign volunteers
	GOTV campaigns
	campaign finance laws




11.
ensure that all campaign contributions are reported



12.
McCain-Feingold Campaign Reform Act (also known as the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act)



13.
assist with campaign fund-raising, polling, and other campaign-related areas



14.
work to get people out to vote on election day
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