Chapter 11: The Family

Guided Reading Activities

Section 3 (37 points)

Short Answer (5pts, 3pts, 3pts, and 3pts)


1.
Five recent trends in marriage and family in the United States are: delayed marriage, delayed childbearing and childlessness, dual-earner marriages, one-parent families, remarriage.


2.
In 1890 the median age at first marriage in the United States was 22.0 years for women and 26.1 years for men. By 1950 the median age at first marriage had dropped to 20.3 years for women and 22.8 years for men. By 2000 the median age at first marriage had increased to 25.1 years for women and 26.8 years for men.


3.
The Family and Medical Leave Act requires companies with more than 50 workers to give up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave to parents of newborns. The law also covers workers who need to take time to arrange for the adoption of a child or to care for a sick spouse, child, or parent.


4.
One-parent households are fairly common. About 25 percent of the families in the United States with children under the age of 18 are one-parent families.

Vocabulary (2pts each)


5.
voluntary childlessness


6.
interval


7.
sandwich generation 

Definitions (2pts each)


8.
couples living together outside of marriage


9.
couples who delayed having children until their thirties who must care for young children at the same time they must care for aging parents


10.
the conscious choice to remain childless


11.
legislation passed by Congress in 1993 that requires companies to provide unpaid time off for the birth of a child and other family and medical reasons


12.
stress common to single parents who must handle all of the tasks usually divided between two people, such as maintaining the home, caring for children, and earning a living


13.
the family that results when two families are joined together through remarriage; stepfamily

Summary (5pts)
Students’ answers will vary. A sample answer would be: There are many recent trends in marriage and family. One trend, delayed childbearing, has resulted in what sociologists call the sandwich generation. The sandwich generation is made up of couples who delayed having children until their thirties and who must now care for their young children at the same time they have to care for their aging parents. Another trend is voluntary childlessness.

