Chapter 11: The Family

Guided Reading Activities

Section 2 (32 points)

Vocabulary (2pts each)

  1.
 dual-earner families


2.
heterogamy

Short Answer (3pts, 3pts, 3pts and 4pts)


3.
Three reasons the number of heterogamous relationships in the United States have increased in recent years are higher college enrollments, more geographical mobility, and the increased participation of women in the workforce.


4.
Dual-earner families became more common. With this change responsibilities shifted. Day-care centers have taken the place of stay-at-home moms. Many fathers began to do more of the household chores.


5.
Students’ answers will vary. A sample answer would be: I think family violence in the United States is a major problem. In 2006 alone about 3.6 million cases of neglect or physical abuse of children were reported. Also in 2006, 1,500 children died as a result of abuse.


6.
There are at least four reasons for the high divorce rate in the United States. First, laws governing the divorce process have become less complicated and the cost of obtaining a divorce has decreased. Second, the increase in the number of dual-earner families has decreased the economic dependence of women. Third, society in general has become more tolerant of divorce. Lastly, many people expect more of marriage and are less ready to accept marital problems.

Definitions (2pts each)


7.
marriage between individuals who have different social characteristics


8.
families in which both husband and wife have jobs


9.
the most devastating family disruption according to some sociologists; physical or mental abuse against family members


10.
the family disruption that occurs when a married couple legally dissolves their marriage


11.
the family disruption that occurs when all the children in a family have grown up and moved out of the house

Summary (5pts)


Students’ answers will vary. A sample answer would be: Family life in the United States has changed in recent decades. There are more heterogamous couples getting married. There are also more dual-earner families.
