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a. The Shang dynasty developed in the Huang He Valley region of China.
b. China’s geography contributed to the country’s isolation for many reasons. Because China has many different geographical features, some groups within China were separated from each other and others were even separated from the rest of the world.
c. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if the Xia dynasty was really China’s first dynasty or a myth in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the text in Chapter 6.

d. Legalism encouraged strict laws and severe punishments to maintain order.

e. Confucianism benefitted Chinese emperors in several ways…

f. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if he or she would be happier in a Daoist or Legalist government, and in which there would be more order in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the text in Chapter 6.

g. There were several main reasons for the fall of the Qin dynasty. Primarily, the government lost support from peasants, scholars, and nobles stemming from their reaction to Shi Huangdi’s harsh policies, leading to the formation of rebel forces across the country.
h. Shi Huangdi’s armies destroyed city walls and took weapons from conquered peoples to ensure access to the conquered territories and to prevent any future rebellion.
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i. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if Shi Huangdi was a good or bad ruler for the Chinese in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the text in Chapter 6. 
j. During the Han dynasty, people were divided into four social classes. The first social group was the emperor, his court as well as scholars who held government positions. Next came the largest social group that included artisans, followed by the merchants and the peasant class.
k. The purpose of the exam system during Wudi’s rule was to secure the teachings of Confucius in the government and reward those who were familiar with and practiced the teachings of Confucius.

l. The Chinese studied nature, creating seismographs to learn more about earthquakes.
 
m.  Several factors led to the growth of trade during the Han dynasty. One of the most important was the opening of the Silk Road and the conquering of lands deep in Central Asia. Another important advance that led to the growth of trade was the increase in productivity and manufacturing.
n. Those who could afford expensive, luxury items wore silk. In China, this would be members of the ruling class and members of other wealthy social groups.

o. This question is a matter of inference and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain what might have happened if the Chinese had shared silk-making secrets with foreign visitors in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the text in Chapter 6.

11.  This question is a matter of inference and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain why he or she believes that historians might differ in their views of Shi Huangdi’s success as a ruler in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the text in Chapter 6.

12.  There are many possible answers for this question. Students should be able to support their answers with related material from the textbook. 
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13. There is no set answer key for this student writing activity. Student’s persuasive arguments should demonstrate an accurate knowledge and application of the material relating to Confucianism as presented in Chapter 6.

14. There is no set answer key for this graphic organizer. Study Guides should present an accurate summary of the material presented in Chapter 6.

15. There is no set answer key for this research assignment. Student paragraphs should be clearly written and should demonstrate an accurate knowledge and application of the topic the student chose to research.

16. There is no set answer for the annotated map assignment. The student’s presentation should clearly and accurately present the topic and should articulately explain the material in a manner that appropriately references the requirements in Question 20, including the birthplace of Judaism and the Jews’ movements into other parts of the world, a legend and labeled events.
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