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The History Behind the Ballad / Ballad of Birmingham / 4 Little Girls

Writing Focus 
Writing a Comparison-Contrast Essay
You have evaluated three works that address the Birmingham church bombing of 1963. Choose two of these to compare and contrast in an essay. You might choose the two works that had the greatest impact on you, or you might want to explore the works that left you with the most questions. Elaborating on your responses in a comparison- contrast essay can help you reach a deeper understanding.

Prewriting 
Select a Topic Select a focus for your essay. You might use one of the following prompts: 

· How does each writer take advantage of the chosen form? What are the strengths and limitations of each form? How does each work use elements of form to achieve a specific purpose? 

· Which of these works would you give a higher recommendation? Compare and contrast the works to emphasize which one you find more effective in its purpose. 

Review the Elements of the Writing Form As you plan, remember that an effective comparison-contrast essay 

· states what is being compared in the opening paragraph 

· follows a logical and consistent order 

· identifies both similarities and differences between the works being analyzed 

· uses details from the works to support ideas 

Gather Details Create a chart to identify similarities and differences between the works you have selected. 

	
	
	Similarities
	
	Differences

	

	Work 1
	
	
	
	

	

	Work 2
	
	
	
	


Drafting
Choose an organizational method for your essay. Most comparison-contrast essays begin with an introduction and then follow one of the two following patterns: 

	Point by Point
	
	Block by Block

	

	Body paragraph 

· subject 1 detail 

· subject 2 detail 
	
	Body paragraph 

· all subject 1 details 
	
	

	Body paragraph 

· subject 1 detail 

· subject 2 detail 
	
	Body paragraph 

· all subject 2 details 
	
	


Revising and Proofreading
· Check to be sure your introduction clearly states what you are comparing. 

· Connect unclear ideas by adding transitional words and phrases. 

· Review your draft, making sure you have fully discussed each work. If necessary, add details. 

· Proofread your essay for grammar and spelling. 

