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Unit 5: Collection 9

Selection Test
Reading and literature
from the Odyssey, Part One Homer
Comprehension  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (40 points; 5 points each)

1.
Odysseus’s encounter with the Cicones after the Greeks leave Troy indicates that the Greeks—

A)
seem to be victims everywhere they go

B)
obey every command Odysseus gives them

C)
are basically a peace-loving group of traders


D)
are violent warriors and plunderers

2.
Why did Odysseus warn his men not to eat the lotus plant?


A)
The plant would make the men fall ill and die.


B)
The men would then easily be captured by the Lotus Eaters.


C)
The drugged men would fall into the sea and drown.


D)
The plant would make the men forget their homeland.

3.
Why are the Sirens a danger to passing sailors?


A)
The sweet songs of the Sirens lure men to their deaths.

B)
Men fall in love with the Sirens and quarrel among themselves.


C)
The Sirens’ beauty makes men forget their desire to go home.


D)
The Sirens sing so loudly that they destroy men’s hearing.


4.
Why does Odysseus explain that “in my heart I never gave consent” during the long time he spent with Calypso and Circe?


A)
He is angry with Calypso and Circe and wants to hurt them.


B)
He intends to show that he remained faithful to Penelope.

C)
He wants to apologize to Penelope for not hurrying home.


D)
He wants to fool the gods and hide his true intentions.


5.
What does Helios mean by his threat to “go down forever / to light the dead men in the underworld”?


A)
That he will kill Odysseus’s men and send them to the underworld


B)
That he will stop the sun from shining on the world and then all will be dark

C)
That he will make the underworld hotter by sending the sun there


D)
That he will leave Odysseus to find his way without assistance from the gods

Unit 5: Collection 9, Selection Test continued

6.
Calypso allows Odysseus to leave her island because—

A)
she understands his grief and cannot bear to see him suffer

B)
Penelope is growing old and needs his assistance

C)
Hermes thinks that Odysseus has spent enough time in exile

D)
Hermes has told her that Zeus has ordered it

7.
Odysseus does not warn his crew about Scylla because he thinks they would—

A)
panic and endanger the entire ship

B)
not believe what he says

C)
insist on sailing closer to Charybdis

D)
accuse him of being a coward

8.
Why is Teiresias considered knowledgeable about the future?


A)
He is already dead and thus sees and knows all.


B)
He comes from Thebes, a place where all are wise.


C)
As a blind man, he is believed to have special insight.

D)
He has been enchanted and given special powers by Circe.

Vocabulary Development  Find the correct word on the right to complete each sentence on the left. On the line provided, write the letter of the correct vocabulary word. (10 points; 2 points each)

C 9.
Polyphemus was Odysseus’ great ______.


E
10.
Lotuses grew in such _____ that there were plenty for everyone.



A 11.
The warrior put on his armor and prepared to meet his ______ foe.



B 12.
Out of the ______ arose a great clamor.


D
13.
Odysseus went through years of ______ as he struggled to return to Ithaca.



A)
formidable


B)
tumult


C)
adversary


D)
adversity


E)
profusion

Literary Focus  Circle the letter of the best answer. (20 points; 5 points each)

14.
In epic poetry, the poet often begins by asking for assistance in telling the story. This convention is known as a/an—


A)
Homeric simile

B)
quest structure

C)
exposition

D)
invocation
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15.
A characteristic of nearly all myths is that they—


A)
tell stories about monster-slaying heroes


B)
contain religious overtones

C)
are based on actual events from history


D)
relate the adventures of Greek gods and goddesses

16.
Like all epic heroes, Odysseus—


A)
had to battle a one-eyed monster named Polyphemus


B)
remained true to his wife throughout his adventures


C)
had a fatal character flaw that kept him from achieving his goal

D)
faced many conflicts in the course of a quest or journey

17.
Which statement by Polyphemus provides an example of foreshadowing?


A)
“Come back, Odysseus, and I’ll treat you well.”


B)
“Nohbdy, Nohbdy’s tricked me. Nohbdy’s ruined me!”


C)
“Let him lose all companions, and return / …to bitter days at home.”

D)
“We Cyclopes / care not a whistle for your thundering Zeus…”

Reading Focus  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (10 points; 5 points each)

18.
Which of the following is the best paraphrase of Circe’s description of Scylla?


A)
Scylla is a beast with twelve legs that hides in a seaside den.


B)
Scylla is a six-headed monster that grabs and eats men from passing ships.

C)
Scylla is a fearsome beast that lives in a den and barks like a puppy.


D)
Scylla is a sea serpent that feeds her six mouths by grabbing dolphins and men.


19.
Which question would be most useful in evaluating Odysseus’s strategy for escaping from Polyphemus?

A)
How many of the Greeks did Polyphemus catch and devour?


B)
Why did Polyphemus leave the cave, giving the men time to make a weapon?


C)
Why did Odysseus decide to blind Polyphemus rather than kill him?

D)
Where did Odysseus get the wine he gave so liberally to Polyphemus?
fifteen minute timed writing  (20 points)

20.
Odysseus does not tell his crew everything Teiresias and Circe predict will happen to them as they get closer to home. Do you think Odysseus’s decision to withhold this information is a good one? On a separate sheet of paper, explain your opinion. Support your ideas with at least two details from Part One. Student answers will vary an example has been provided.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows: 

Circe reveals that Scylla takes six men from every ship that passes her. Also, Teiresias and Circe prophesy that the crew will die if they raid the cattle of Helios and Odysseus will return to Ithaca alone. Given the Greek view of fate, Odysseus may believe that losing six men to Scylla is inevitable and, more logically, that telling his crew so would cause panic. It could also be argued that Odysseus, always a clever strategist, realizes that he needs his crew’s labor more than they need his leadership. If Odysseus is right about his crew’s attitude, his decision is certainly pragmatic, if not morally sound. If he had not withheld information, the fate of his crew would not have changed, but he would have joined them at the bottom of the ocean, never to see home\ again. As for Helios’s cattle, Odysseus is on stronger moral ground, having urged his crew not to land on the island and, when they insisted, having clearly warned the men that they would “pay dearly” if they touched the cattle. To be sure, he does not spell out the prophecy that Odysseus would return to Ithaca alone, which might have made the consequences clearer to the men. Here too, however, the danger of mutiny must have been in Odysseus’s mind and his control of the men was obviously limited.
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