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Unit 5: Collection 9

Vocabulary Development
Skill Builder
from the Odyssey, Part One Homer

Activity 1: Semantic Mapping

Creating a semantic map can help you represent different types of word knowledge in graphic form. Based on the example, create a semantic map for each of these vocabulary words from the Odyssey, Part One, on your own paper: formidable, profusion, adversary, tumult.
Example

[image: image1.jpg]examples:
losing your house in a fire;
losing a job

meaning:
hardship; great misfortune

sentence:
This year has been full of adversity
for the Smith family.

synonyms:
difficulty; suffering




Students’ examples and sentences will vary.

formidable—meaning: awe-inspiring by

reason of excellence, strikingly impressive;

synonyms: intimidating, daunting;

profusion—meaning: large supply,

abundance; synonyms: mass, wealth;

adversary—meaning: enemy, opponent;

synonyms: rival, contender; tumult—

meaning: commotion, uproar, confusion;

synonym: pandemonium
Activity 2: Exploring Deeper Meanings

Choose the statement that provides an accurate example of the meaning of each vocabulary word.


1.
formidable


A)
We feared competing against Lisa at the swim meet because she was known to be an amazing diver.

B)
Christopher plays piano well and should improve with more lessons.


2.
profusion


A)
Although we chopped a great deal of firewood, it barely lasted us the winter.


B)
A large group of ants attacked the open picnic basket.

3.
adversary


A)
The knight was a worthy opponent for the attacking enemies.


B)
The other team played better than we did in our friendly game of softball.


4.
tumult


A)
When the fire alarm sounded, people started running around in confusion.

B)
The train sounds very loud and jarring as it passes by my house.

Unit 5: Collection 9, Vocabulary Development continued
Activity 3: Changing Contexts

Each vocabulary word from the Odyssey, Part One, is used at least once in the following sentences. Fill in each word where it best fits the context. Words may be used more than once.

Example  The woman from the war torn country overcame adversity to win the Olympic medal.

	adversity
	formidable
	profusion
	adversary
	tumult



5.
The karate instructor paired each student with an equally matched _adversary_________.


6.
Sharon is a/an ___formidable_______ pitcher, and I hope she is on our baseball team next year.


7.
A/An ___profusion_______ of butterflies invaded the garden.


8.
The destruction from the earthquake created great adversity_______ for the town, but the citizens pulled together to rebuild it.


9.
We watched the ____tumult_______ in the street below us as the bulls thundered through town.


10.
The zoo had a/an ___profusion______ of penguins in the new exhibit.
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