Poetry
Unit 12- Lesson 2
Your Turn Assignment at bottom of page 1017
Apply Reading Skills
Read this selection from an American Indian myth. Then, complete the activities that follow. 
Student Answers will vary!!
Coyote and the Origin of Death
In the beginning of this world, there was no such thing as death. Everybody continued to live until there were so many people that the earth had no room for any more. The chiefs held a council to determine what to do. One man rose and said he thought it would be a good plan to have the people die and be gone for a little while, and then return.

As soon as he sat down, Coyote jumped up and said he thought people ought to die forever. He pointed out that this little world is not large enough to hold all of the people, and that if the people who died came back to life, there would not be food enough for all.

All the other men objected. They said that they did not want their friends and relatives to die and be gone forever, for then they would grieve and worry and there would be no happiness in the world. Everyone except Coyote decided to have people die and be gone for a little while, and then come back to life again. 

1. Summarize each paragraph in a sentence. 
At first there was no such thing as death.  People just kept living and there was no more room.  The leaders had a meeting and decided that people should die and then come back.  The coyote decided that people should die and not come back because the world is not big enough for everyone.  The leaders disagreed with the coyote and thought people should die and then come back.
2. What caused the chiefs to hold a council? What was the effect of the meeting?
The earth was getting way too crowded.  The effect of the meeting was that all agreed that some people should die.  The coyote wanted people to die forever and the leaders wanted people to die and come back. 

3. In myths, the coyote is often a trickster. What conclusions can you draw about his character?
The coyote is definitely the trickster because he wanted people to die forever.
