Poetry
Unit 12- Lesson 1
Your Turn Assignment at bottom of page 1013
Analyze Elements of Epics and Myths
Read the following excerpt from Virgil's Aeneid, a story of the founding of ancient Rome, and then answer the questions that follow.

Aeneas was a Trojan prince who escaped the destruction of Troy. He had a special destiny.

Aeneas escaped from the flames of Troy, bearing his old father on his back . . . accompanied by a few friends and his little son Ascanius. He had been told in a dream that it was his destiny to found a nation in a country lying far to the west, Italy, to which divine guidance would eventually bring them. . . . Many years of wandering lay before them, at the end of which they would reach their new home.

Passing Sicily, where lived the monster Polyphemus, who shouted terrible threats after them from the shore, they were met by a fearful storm sent by [the goddess] Hera, who hated all the Trojans but especially Aeneas, and had resolved that he should never reach Italy.
        from the Aeneid by Virgil 

1. What qualities of the epic hero does Aeneas possess? 
He was brave and his destiny was foretold in a dream.  His dream said he would do great things.  He also had divine intervention on his behalf.
2. In this excerpt, which kind of conflict- external or internal-does Aeneas face? 
The conflict was external.
3. What role do the gods play in this excerpt?
The gods make their way more difficult.  Hera sends a storm to hamper their way.
