Chapter 2 Review Answer Key


1.
research question


2.
independent variable


3.
survey


4.
Possible response: People who volunteer to participate may bring with them a volunteer bias, which means that they have a different outlook from people who do not volunteer. Volunteers are usually more willing to disclose personal information. They may be more interested in research than other people. These factors, as well as others, could skew the results.


5.
Possible response: Researchers are cautious about generalizing their findings to groups other than those from which their samples were drawn. For example, researchers cannot learn about the preferences of Americans in general if they limit their observations to people who live in the Midwest or to people who are wealthy.

