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Classical Tragedies

Unit 15: Lesson 1
Hamlet
Study Questions

Directions: Read Act III in Hamlet and answer the following questions.
1.  How do Polonius and Claudius plan to discover the source of Hamlet’s strange behavior?  They will have Polonius hide in the curtains while Hamlet is talking to his mother.  
2.  What do Polonius and Claudius believe they have learned from their plan?  They believe they have learned that he is truly mad.
3.  What leads Hamlet to believe that Claudius has revealed himself to be the murderer of King Hamlet? The way he acts while watching the play confirms that he is guilty of the murder of the king.
4.  Why does Hamlet fail to kill Claudius when he has the chance? Because he want to bring him to justice before the entire kingdom.
5.  What promise does Gertrude make to Hamlet when they are alone in her chambers?  That she loves him and will be careful.  She also promises to listen to him with an open mind.  She also tells him that Claudius is innocent because she would never be with a murderer.
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