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Classical Tragedies

Unit 11: Lesson 5
Helen
Study Questions

Directions: Read the assigned reading section and answer the questions below.

Section A:

Lines 1107-1690
1.  What does Theoclymenus say about Menelaus? He was a good man and deserves a proper burial.
2.  What does Helen tell Theocylmenus she must do? Bury her husband at sea.
3.  Write a brief summary of the chorus’s lines from 1301-1368. They summarize the plans of Helen.
4.  What is Theoclymenus worried Helen will do if he lets her go? She will throw herself into the sea.
5.  What do you think of Helen and Menelaus’s plan?  Do you think it will work?  Why or why not? Student answers will vary.
6.  What news does the servant bring to Theoclymenus? That Helen has escaped and is reunited with her husband.
7.  How does Theoclymenus react to this news? He is upset but accepts it.
8.  What does the servant tell Theoclymenus about the loss of Helen? It is better this way.
9.  Write a summary of the chorus’s lines from 1642-1678.  They talk about the escape of Helen.
10.  How does Theoclymenus feel at the end? He is no longer andry and wishes everyone the best.
Section B: 

Vocabulary

Directions:   Look up each word below and write the definition.

1.  chastise to scold
2.  authentic real
3. object to have a problem with something
4.  mariners- people who sail the seas
5.  dutiful – doing what is expected
6.  ordinance- a law
7.  transport- to go from one place to another
8.  castaways- people who are stranded
9.  bulkheads-  a retaining wall along a waterfront
10.  treacherous- really bad conditions
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