Name KEY
Date
Class Grade 9 Language Arts

Vocabulary Practice

The Gift of the Magi 
imputation n. an accusation
prudence n. cautious, good judgment parsimony n. stinginess
ravage n. a destructive action or its results instigate v. to stir up or cause to happen
coveted adj. desired strongly; wished depreciate v. to lessen the price or value of
                     for longingly

EXERCISE A Words in Context

For each number, DELETE the underline space and type the word from the word list that belongs in the blank in each sentence.

1.
Misers, penny-pinchers, and skinflints are noted for their _parsimony_.

2.
In a crowded theater, the cry “Fire!” may ___instigate________ panic.

3.
When you’re driving a car, use common sense and ____prudence________.

4.
A person’s reputation can be ruined by ____imputation_______ of wrongdoing.

5.
Dents, nicks, and scrapes will _____depreciate________ the value of a car.

6.
Our whole town suffered terrible damage from the ____ravage_______ of the flood.

7.
The thief had stolen his most ___coveted___________ possessions.

EXERCISE B Applying Meanings

For each number, DELETE the underline space and type the vocabulary word that answers each question. 

1.
I wear galoshes and carry an umbrella when rain is predicted. 

What does my action show?
_________prudence________________

2.
Ted always tries to get out of paying his share when he goes to the movies. What does Ted’s behavior show?
____________parsimony________________

3.
Nora said that she knew that Kate had cheated on an exam. 

What kind of statement did Nora make? 
_________imputation__________________

EXERCISE C Synonyms and Antonyms

For each number, DELETE the underline space and type whether the pairs of words are synonyms (words with nearly the same meanings), or antonyms (words with nearly opposite meanings).

1. instigate — start
________synonyms______________

2. ravage — improvement
________anytonyms____________

EXERCISE D Responding to the Selection

In the space below, write a letter to Jim and Della telling them what you think about their feelings for each other. Use at least FIVE of the vocabulary words in your letter.

Answers will vary example provided.
Dear Jim and Della-

I think you two are a great example of what a marriage should be.  Your lack of parsimony is an extremely rare quality that allows you to put each other first.  Your prudence is evident in everything you do and it contributes to your stability.  What touched me the most was your willingness to part with your most coveted possessions to give the other what they wanted most.  In this ravage world, it is nice to see that there are still those who cherish those they love.  You instigate feelings of unconditional love in your wonderful example of purity in marriage.

Sincerely,

Student Name.

