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To Kill A Mockingbird
Study Questions

Directions: Answer each question below using a complete sentence.  You may type your answers in the boxes provided.  Remember, the boxes will expand as you type.

Chapters 1-4:

1.  Who was Simon Finch?

	Simon Finch was a relative of Scout and Jem who was a source of family shame.


2.  What is the setting for this novel?

	A small town in Alabama called Maycomb.


3.  Why does the Radley place fascinate Scout, Jem, and Dill?

	The Radley place is a run down home that has a lot of stories surrounding it.  It is the home to Boo Radley, who people say is an evil man who only comes out at night.  They are intrigued by it because it is forbidden.  


4.  How does Scout feel about starting school?

	She is very excited about starting school.  Once Dill has returned home, she is bored.


5.  What do you think of Miss Caroline Fisher as a teacher?  Can you find qualities which would make her good or not so good at her job?

	Answers will vary.  Some students will say she is a good teacher because she has high standards and show kindness to students who need help.  Others may say she is a bad teacher because she is a perfectionist and has no clue about how to not insult the pride of those students who are less fortunate.
Students who say she would be a good teacher may list the following reasons:

1.  She was young and could relate to kids.

2.  She is concerned about student success.

3.  She knows a new way of teaching.

Students who say she would be a bad teacher may list the following reasons:

1.  She hit Scout’s hands with a ruler.

2.  She was young.

3.  She criticized parents who taught their children.

4.  She discourages Scout from being advanced.

5.  She insults Walter.




6.  Who is Calpurnia?  Describe her place in the Finch house.

	Calpurnia is the black cook.  She takes care of the house and the kids while Atticus is at work.  She has become a mother figure to Jem and Scout.


7.  Atticus says, “You never really know a person until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”  What does this mean?

	Atticus is trying to teach Scout not to judge people by their appearances.  


8.  At the end of Chapter 4, Scout hears someone laughing.  Who do you think it is?
	Answers will vary, but most students will say that is was Boo Radley laughing.


9.  Why do you think the author chose to tell this story from Scout’s point of view?

	Students may have different answer, but most will say the author was a woman and could identify best with Scout.


Chapters 5-8:

10.  Describe Miss Maudie Atkinson.  

	She was a true Southern lady who liked to garden, but was really proper.  She knows all the good gossip and the children really like her.


11.  Explain what we know about Boo Radley.

	We know that he is a mysterious person who only leaves home at night.  There are man stories about him that may or may not be true.  Many say he is a violent man, while others say he is mentally challenged.


12.  What happened to Jem’s pants and how do the children explain it to Atticus?

	Jem lost his pants trying to escape from Mr. Nathan Radley.  In order to cover for being where they were not supposed to be, Dill tell Atticus they were gambling and he won Jem’s pants.


13.  Predict who you think is leaving the gifts in the tree.

	Answers will vary, but many students will say it is Book because he is trying to start a friendship with Scout and Jem.


14.  What happens to make Scout think the world is ending?

	It snows.


15.  Why does Atticus save Miss Maudie’s rocking chair?

	It is her most prized possession.


16.  Who gave Scout the blanket?

	Boo Radley.


Chapter 9-12:

17.  Why is it unusual that Atticus is defending Tom?

	Because Tom is black and back then, blacks and whites didn’t mix.


18.  How does Aunt Alexandra feel about Scout?

	She loves her, but wants her to dress more appropriately.  She thinks she should wear dresses and act like a little girl.


19.  What does Scout learn when she is listening in on the conversation between Atticus and Jack?

	She learns that Atticus isn’t sure he will win the Tom Robinson case.  He didn’t want to take it, but he did so his children would learn that you must do what is right no matter what color someone’s skin is.


20.  Atticus tells Jem and Scout that “it is a sin to kill a Mockingbird.”  Elaborate on his reason for saying this.

	Atticus tells Jem he can shoot any bird other than a Mockingbird.  A mockingbird is an innocent bird that causes harm to no one.  All they do is sing for our enjoyment.  


21.  What does the incident with the dog tell Jem and Scout about their father?

	They see that he is a great aim with a gun.


22.  Explain how the children feel about Mrs. Dubose.

	The children really don’t like her.  They try to avoid her at all costs.


23.  Explain the children’s experience when they attend church with Calpurnia.

	They are treated as if they don’t belong there.  The others say that they have their own church and they shouldn’t be there.  Calpurnia stands up for the kids and Scout is surprised that she talks differently to her friends than she does at their house.


Chapters 13-16:

24.  Why does Aunt Alexandra come to visit?

	She says that because Scout is growing up, she needs a woman around who can teach her how to be a proper lady.


25.  Why does Aunt Alexandra think Atticus should dismiss Calpurnia?  Explain Atticus’s reaction to her request.
	Aunt Alexandria thinks Calpurnia is a bad influence on the children.  She tells him that with her there they don’t need Calpurnia anymore.  Atticus tells her Calpurnia is a member of the family and he will not dismiss her.


26.  Where do the children find Atticus?  Why do you think he is there?

	The children find Atticus sitting outside the jail.  Student answers will vary, but may include that Atticus is there to protect Tom.


27.  What does Atticus tell Scout about Mr. Cunnigham’s intentions at the jail?

	He tells her that they are friends.  They just don’t agree on Tom. He tells her he is basically a good person, but like everyone he has some issues.


28.  Describe the courthouse on the day of Tom’s trial.

	The courthouse is packed with people.  Everyone is trying to watch.  The courthouse is segregated.  The whites are on the main floor and the blacks are in the balcony.


29.  Who do Jem and Scout sit with during the trial?  

	They sit with Rev. Sykes in the balcony.


Chapters 17-18: 

30.  What kind of evidence does Sheriff Tate have against Tom?

	He only has the story of the girl.  When he arrived at the house she had been beaten.  When he asked her who had done it, she said Tom.


31.  What do we learn about the Ewell family?

	We learn that they are a poor family. They live in filth and Mr. Ewell has a bad temper


32.  Why does Atticus have Mr. Ewell sign his name in front of everyone?  Predict what you think this proves.

	Atticus wants to show he is left handed.  Many students may say this will prove Mr. Ewell beat up his daughter because her right eye was hit.


33.  Do you think Mayella is telling the truth?  Why or Why Not?

	Some students may say that she is telling the truth because she has no reason to lie.  Others may say she is covering for someone.


Chapters 19-22:

34.  Why did Tom go to the Ewell place?

	He passed it everyday on the way from work.  One day Mayella asked him to help her.  He always did as he was asked.


35.  According to Atticus, what is Mayella guilty of?

	She is guilty of being attracted to a Blackman.


36.  Who do you think beat up Mayella?

	Some students will say Tom, while others will say her father because he is left handed and Tom’s left hand is crippled.


37.  What is the verdict?  Are you surprised?

	The verdict is guilty.  Some students will say they are surprised because the evidence clearly proves Tom is innocent.  Others will say they are not surprised because Tom was a black man being tried by a white court.


38.  How did the blacks show their appreciation for Atticus’s efforts?

	They bring food to his home.


39.  Why does Bob Ewell feel so angry with Atticus?  Do you think his threat is empty or is it real?

	Bob Ewell is upset because Atticus defended Tom.  He is also upset because he feels that Atticus humiliated him at the trial.  Student opinions on his threat will vary.  Some will think he is true and others will say he is just venting.


Chapters 23-26: 

40.  Explain how Atticus deals with the children’s concerns about Mr. Ewell.  

	He tells Jem and Scout that Mr. Ewell meant his threat, but he doesn’t think Mr. Ewell will do anything.


41.  What conclusion does Jem come to about Boo Radley at the end of Chapter 23?

	He thinks Boo stays inside because he wants too.  He thinks that Boo doesn’t want to deal with people and their stories.


42.  Describe the ladies of Maycomb in Chapter 24.  

	The ladies are a prideful bunch.  They think they are important and proper.  They are gossips and always into everyone’s business.  They are hypocrites.


43.  What disturbing news does Atticus tell Calpurnia?

	Atticus tells Calpurnia that Tom Robinson tried to run and they shot him.


44.  Explain why Scout is so confused about Miss Gates’s statement about Hitler.

	Scout doesn’t understand how Miss Gates can think Hitler is wrong for persecuting Jews when she herself persecutes blacks.


Chapters 27-31:

45.  What happens to Judge Taylor?

	Someone breaks into his house to scare him. Everyone thinks Bob Ewell is responsible.


46.  Why is Aunt Alexandra worried?

	She says that Mr. Ewell has kept his grudge and she is afraid that he will make good on is threats.


47.  How has Maycomb decided to celebrate Halloween?

	They intend to have a huge get together at the school.


48.  Explain what happens to Jem and Scout on the way home from the Halloween party.  

	Someone follows them home and attacks them. 


49.  What happens to Mr. Ewell?

	He has been killed.


50.  Who saved Jem and Scout from the attack?

	Boo Radley
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