Collection 1:

“The Most Dangerous Game” Pages 19-36 Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 37

Reading Focus
Answers:

1. The island’s name suggests it is a dangerous place.

2.  Zaroff respects Rainsford as a fellow hunter and will invite him to participate in a hunt.

3.  Rainsford survives the hunt and confronts Zaroff in his bedroom.

4.  Humans are the most dangerous game; hunting humans is the most dangerous game.

5. Students should review the accuracy of their predictions and compare their work with a partner.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  External – Rainsford’s conflicts with nature and Zaroff; Internal – conflict over controlling his fear and panic and over the justification for murder.

7.  Students may point out that Zaroff’s arguments are rational but callous; he belives that human lives are not equally valuable.

8.  Students may predict that Rainsford will give up hunting since he now knows what it feels like to be hunted. 

9.  The setting is dark and ominous.  Whitney shares the sailors’ stories about the island as a place of evil.

10. Students may say that the hunt is most suspenseful, citing words such as “horror” or “terror.”

11.  The outcome of the conflict appears in the last sentence of the story.

“Disguises” pages 43-52 Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 37
Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Dreams of her past may provide comfort to her in a foreign land.

2.  She has recently been mugged.

3.  A Chinese student accompanies her to her station.

4.  Students’ charts will vary but should list the same events and flashback signals.

Vocabulary Check

Answers:

5.  d

6.  b

7.  e

8.  c

9.  a

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  The environment is filled with people who speak a different language than Mrs. Chen.

11.  She is hardworking and determined.

12.  In a confusing or unfamiliar situation, it is difficult to distinguish friends from enemies as they appear “disguised.”

13.  They reveal details about Mrs. Chen’s past and help explain her behavior in the present.

14.  One conflict is with the supervisor; the conflict is resolved because Mrs. Chen returns home to sew the skirt.

“Liberty” Pages 57-62 Assignment: Questions 1-9 page 63
Reading Focus
Answers:
1.  Mister Victor gives it to the family as a gift of gratitude.  The narrator frees the dog and it runs away.

2.  The strangers hide behind the hedge.  When the narrator sees the men, they grab the puppy by the neck and the girl by the arm.  They tell the narrator not to tell anyone that she has seen them.

3.  Liberty teaches the narrator that attaining personal and political freedom involves sacrifices.

4.  Possible Response: The narrator wants to bring Liberty to the United States.  Mami refuses the narrator’s request.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  The narrator is a tomboy, a live wire, and a troublemaker.  Liberty is also energetic and mischievous.

6.  One of the story’s themes is that liberty requires sacrifices.  To obtain liberty in the United States, the family must sacrifice their homeland and their possessions.

7.  By telling the story from a child’s point of view, readers share the narrator’s feelings of fear and confusion.  An older narrator might eliminate this element of the story.

8.  The political setting forces the narrator to give up her home, her possessions, and her innocence.  The lack of setting detail emphasizes the narrator’s sense of losing control over her life.  She may be trying to protect others.

9.  By launching into the action, the author gets the reader immediately engaged in the story.  The discussion of leaving the country adds suspense.

“Harrison Bergeron” pages 66-74 Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 75
Reading Focus
Answers:

1.  He hears a loud noise in his head.  He wears “handicaps” because his intelligence is above normal.

2.  Harrison was imprisoned for plotting to overthrow the government.

3.  Harrison is willing to remove his handicaps; his father is not.

4.  The story’s setting creates a grim or bleak mood overall.

Vocabulary Check
5.  F

6.  T

7.  F

8.  T

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.  He may want to free others, but he also wants his own freedom.

10.  It warns us of the dangers of uniformity and strict laws.

11.  The story takes place in the future; a fantasy setting could be used to show the amendments’ absurdity.

12.  It is easier to identify with characters who are familiar to us.  The story may have been less grim with more “futuristic” characters.

13.  They cannot recall the death of their son.  The ending suggests that differences are important.

Collection 2

“Thank You Ma’am” pages 137-140 Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 141
Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  He wants to buy blue suede shoes.

2.  She gives him ten dollars.  Roger feels grateful but unable to express his gratitude to Mrs. Jones.

3.  She is strong enough to stop him from taking her purse and is able to drag him to her home.

4.  Possible response: I infer that Mrs. Jones cares about Roger.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  Doing wrong to get something only brings me more trouble.

6.  He may want to say that he appreciates Mrs. Jones’s understanding and advice.

7.  Clues that he will change include his gratitude and polite manner.

8.  Yes, these events could happen because there are adults who care about children; No, these events could not happen because adults and children do not interact this way.

9.  Her statement “you are going to remember Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones” reveals that she is confident that she will make an impression on Roger.  Her statement “eat some more, son” shows that she cares for Roger as she might care for a son.

10.  The boy’s silence after washing his face shows he is unsure of what Mrs. Jones will do next, and what he should do.  Mrs. Jones’s silence after referring to her past may show regret or shame.

11.  The setting tells us that Mrs. Jones is not wealthy.

“A Christmas Memory” pages 177-188 Assignment: Questions 1-15 on page 189

Reading Focus
Answers:

1.  They must save money for ingredients, gather windfall pecans, and get illegal whiskey.

2.  She discovers that the things in life that she enjoys are the same to her as seeing the Lord.

3.  For Christmas, they give each other kites; they also support and encourage one another.

4.  Students will explain which character they connect with and why.

5.  Students will explain which story event they connect to and why.

Vocabulary Check
6.  d

7.  e

8.  b

9.  a

10.  c

Literary Focus
Possible responses:

11.  It seems scary because of the murderers and the frightening owner.

12.  The kites represent Buddy and his cousin.  The final image suggests his sadness and loss.

13.  Buddy’s efforts to comfort his cousin after relatives scold her show that he is kind and sensitive.

14.  Capote effectively reveals her childlike nature and selflessness.

15.  The fireplace evokes light and warmth.  It creates a cozy mood.

Collection 3:

“The Interlopers” pages 232-240 Assignment Questions 1-12 page 241

Reading Focus
Answers:

1.  The two men begin to talk after both are pinned beneath a tree.

2.  A pack of wolves appears.

Possible responses:

3.  No; dangerous situations can make people bond with one another.

4.  Family feuds are petty and unimportant in the grand scheme of things.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  An interloper is an intruder.  At first, each man sees the other as an interloper, but in the end, both men discover more dangerous interlopers: wolves.

6.  Fate is beyond human control.

7.  The conflict between humans and nature is harder to resolve because nature contains elements such as wild animals that cannot be controlled.

8.  Readers expect the men to be rescued once they have stopped seeing each other as enemies.  Instead, they face a pack of wolves.

9.  Stories about family feuds are still relevant.  Families, tribes, and other groups still have conflicts that last generations.

10.  The use of an omniscient narrator creates a serious, objective tone.

11.  The omniscient narrator does not reveal the presence of wolves until the final line, but Ulrich would have revealed it sooner.

12.  Both men are preoccupied by the desire for revenge.  Their shared hatred of each other brings them together and leads to their death.

“Initation” pages 247-254 Assignment: Questions 1-12 page 255
Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Beverly demands that Millicent make her bed and survey people on a bus.  These tests help Bev establish her superiority over Millicent.

2.  Millicent learns to value individuality over conformity.

Possible responses:

3.  Millicent deals well with the pressures of joining a sorority and does the right thing.  She maintains her sense of humor and her individuality.

4.  My conclusions were accurate because Millicent maintained her individuality.

Vocabulary Check

5.  b

6.  e

7.  a

8.  d

9.  c

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  Sparrows are conformists.  Heather birds are individuals.

11.  The narrator does not reveal the thoughts of Tracy or the sorority girls.

12.  Direct:  “She was another celebrity in high school…” Indirect: … You know that no girl in Lansing would be seen dead wearing knee socks…”

Collection 4:

“The Scarlet Ibis” Pages 333-344 Assignment: Questions 1-10 page 345
Reading Focus

Answers:

1. He is ashamed that Doodle cannot walk, and he wants to meet the goal he has set for them.

2.  Doodle relates to the bird’s fatigue and inability to fly.

3.  Possible response:  He was ashamed and frustrated by his brother’s condition.  Siblings often want to change each other because they are embarrassed by the other’s differences.

4.  Charts and responses will vary, but should explore the story’s details, symbols, and theme.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  The narrator cannot accept his brother’s physical condition.  He is responsible in part because he pushed Doodle to the limit and then left him to die.  The narrator’s emotions may include sorrow, guilt, and helplessness.

6.  I pity Doodle more because his brother mistreated him and contributed to his death.

7.  The story may reflect a feeling of powerlessness to stop death and destruction, especially the deaths caused by war.

8.  The ibis’s unique physical attributes, its brief appearance in the family’s life, its struggle to survive, and its death could symbolize Doodle.

9.  Attempts to change others can cause pain.  People make selfish choices that they know will hurt others.  The narrator demands something of Doodle that he cannot give, and Doodle dies as a result.

10.  It occurs in the third paragraph of the story.  It affects the story because the narrator is now telling the story as if he were a boy again.  Readers feel as if the events are happening in the present.

“The Golden Kite, The Silver Wind” pages 375-380 Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 381

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  The Mandarin views the other city’s wall as more impressive than his city’s wall.  Kwan-Si retaliates because it wants to appear more powerful.

2.  The Mandarin’s daughter is an advisor or sage.

3.  The kingdoms suffer.  They resolve the conflict by building complementary walls.

4.  After two towns nearly destroy themselves trying to build walls that outshine the other, they decide to compromise and build walls that are complementary.

Vocabulary Check
5.  d

6.  a

7.  e

8.  c

9.  b

Literary F ocus

Possible responses:

10.  The daughter suggests that each kingdom needs the other to prosper.  This creates peace by allowing the kingdoms to work together instead of against each other.

11.  As the kingdoms tried to outdo each other with more powerful walls, so did the United States and the Soviet Union try to outdo each other with more nuclear weapons.

12.  Yes; countries still compete to achieve or maintain power.

13.  Other settings could be effective because the conflict is universal.
