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Revising Practice: I-Search Paper

(Revisions will vary.)

Unrevised Draft

(1) I recently watched a TV show about

elephants that paint. (2) At a special school in

Thailand, elephants are trained to create

abstract artwork with their trunks. (3) That’s

when I realized I had an interesting research

question: What animals can create art?

My search began at the library, where I

found articles in the New York Times and in

Esquire magazine about the school for elephant

artists. I then interviewed our veterinarian,

who warned me to use nontoxic paints for

Mouser’s artistic debut, because cats lick their

paws frequently. The World Wide Web offered

several sites about animals that paint, including

one that exhibits paintings of cat artists!

1. Problem: No interesting hook for

the reader.

Possible solution: Add a hook to get

readers’ attention.

Example: Can you imagine going to a

museum to see a priceless work of art

by . . . an elephant?

2. Problem: Introduction does not include

why the writer wanted to know about

the topic.
Possible solution: Add a statement that

tells why the writer wanted to know about

the topic.

Example: If elephants can paint, I thought,

why not Mouser, my cat? I wanted to

begin immediately to encourage Mouser’s

undiscovered artistic abilities.

3. Problem: The draft does not include

a thesis statement to answer the research

question.

Possible solution: Elaborate on the

research question by adding a thesis

statement.

Example: My research shows that many

animals can paint, provided they have

encouragement, the right tools, and, perhaps

most important, motivational treats!

Revised Version

Can you imagine going to a museum to see a

priceless work of art by . . . an elephant? I

recently watched a TV show about elephants

that paint. In Thailand, elephants are trained at

a special school to create abstract artwork with

their trunks. If elephants can paint, I thought,

why not Mouser, my cat? That’s when I realized

I had an interesting research question:

What animals can create art? My research

shows that many animals can paint, provided

they have encouragement, the right tools, and,

perhaps most important, motivational treats!

My search began at the library, where I

found articles in the New York Times and in

Esquire magazine about the school for elephant

artists. I then interviewed our veterinarian, who

warned me to use nontoxic paints for Mouser’s

artistic debut, because cats lick their paws frequently.

The World Wide Web offered several

sites about animals that paint, including one

that exhibits paintings of cat artists!
