p. 67 ❘ Focus on Sentences:

Eliminating “There is/There are”

Beginnings

(Students’ revisions will vary. Sample revisions

follow.)
Passage A After watching a TV show about

whale communication, I decided to find out

how other animals communicate. I learned that

some animals “talk” to one another by sending

vibrations through the ground. One type of

mole rat spends most of its life alone. It makes

a hammerlike sound on the ceiling of its burrow

with its head to avoid encountering other

mole rats. This type of mole rat also taps out a

special pattern of vibrations to attract a mate.

Mole rats of the same species recognize this

sequence of vibrations and then find their way

to the lonely suitor. I find animal behavior

fascinating.

Passage B The German composer and organist

Johann Sebastian Bach lived from 1685 to 1750.

He churned out 1,200 musical works. Because

I was fascinated by such a creative person, I

decided to conduct further research. Seventysix

musicians dominated his extended family.

Bach fathered twenty children, four of whom

became famous composers. He created a composition,

called the Two-Part Inventions, to train

his children to play using each hand independent

of the other.
