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Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  This dream lasted while his other childhood dreams faded.

2.  The captain tells him never to strike a pilot again on that boat but to give the pilot a good thrashing ashore so that Twain will not get in trouble.

3.  Brown doesn’t think anyone can do his job the way he can, and he is threatened and insulted by Twain’s presence.

4.  Students should supply examples of either exaggeration, diction, or humor to support their opinions.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  Twain finds Brown’s treatment aggravating and often wants to kill him but restrains himself and obeys Brown.  He knows his place as cub pilot and respects boat protocol, but he also has the courage to stand up to Brown if needed.

6.  Twain’s tone indicates that he takes his job seriously.

7.  Yes; Brown is more disruptive than Twain and is a difficult person to get along with.

8.  Twain’s style is humorous, witty, and exaggerated.  Readers who enjoy humorous yet insightful writing might enjoy Twain’s style.

9.  Students should select a sentence that typifies Twain’s style, such as “If I had two heads, I would have spoken; but as I had only one… I kept still.”

10.  Twain’s diction is informal and conversational, and includes expressions not spoken today, such as “I’m deuced glad of it!  Hark ye, never mention that I said that.”

11.  Brown emerges as an angry, mean-spirited person who manipulates others.
