LAIV – Unit 8 Lesson 2

A Modest Propsal – Jonathan Swift
1. How would you state the purpose of this essay? Whom or what is Swift trying to reform?
The purpose of the essay is to show the people of Ireland that there are ways to save money and help the poor. He is trying to reform the citizens. 
2. What is the speaker’s real meaning when he asserts that England will not mind if Ireland kills and eats its babies?
He is saying that England doesn’t care enough about Ireland to care if they are eating their babies.
3. How does assuming the persona of an economic planner help Swift achieve his purpose? 
It makes him seem credible.
4. In your own words, list the six advantages of the speaker’s proposal. Who would benefit or suffer from the proposal?

1 – it would decrease the number of priests that Swift feels work for the English

2 – it would give money to the tenants

3 – the nation’s stock will increase & there will be a new food introduced

4 – the bad mothers won’t have to take care of their children after the first year

5 – it will give wine makers a chance to pair wines with the meat and to eat and drink with the important people

6 – it would increase marriage rates
5. As you read A Modest Proposal, you recorded some logical, emotional, and ethical appeals. Refer to your chart to write a few sentences explaining how Swift uses each type of appeal to make his points in the essay as a whole.
STUDENT ANSWER MAY VARY.
6. Analyze One technique used to deny people rights is language that dehumanizes them. List several examples of dehumanizing language that Swift uses (ironically) about the Irish.
He claims that they will be okay with this idea; the mothers don’t want their children anyway; it is better than having the fathers kick the mothers so that they miscarry. 
7. Summarize Before writing this pamphlet, Swift had recommended many of the “other expedients” he lists. In your own words, summarize some of the other proposals, and explain why the speaker ultimately dismisses them.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
8. Hypothesize Swift doesn’t reveal his plan until later in the essay. What is the effect of this delay?
It keeps the reader in anticipation that he will have a great idea for the solving this crisis.
9. Literary Perspectives While reading the proposal, you have considered the writing from both credibility and political perspectives. How do these contexts individually and collectively contribute to how you perceive Swift’s argument? 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
10. Evaluate Is Swift’s use of irony effective, or does it risk being taken seriously by readers who might be outraged by his apparent cruelty?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Analyze Swift lists several advantages of his proposal. Who really profits from these “advantages”? Who actually suffers?

The mothers who don’t want their children benefit the most from this proposal and the children, who have no control over the situation, are the people who suffer.
12. Analyze A writer’s attitude toward a subject or the reader is called tone. How would you describe Swift’s tone in A Modest Proposal?
Swift is angry about the condition Ireland is in.
