Language Arts IV
Unit 6: Lesson 2
Worksheet2
p. 30 ❘ Critical Thinking Mini-Lesson

Identifying Persuasion in News Reports Responses will vary. Sample responses follow.
Language: “Thought Police”—This phrase has strong negative connotations.

Glittering Generality: Censorship protesters are described as having “worked tirelessly to defend the Constitution.” This phrase has strong positive connotations, but the writer does not offer evidence in support of it.

Implication: “. . . the potential for abuse is rife when [filtering software] is installed and monitored by public employees who may have personal agendas.” The writer of the article suggests that public employees are using filtering software for reasons other than protecting children, but he or she provides no direct evidence to support this.

Symbol: In this case, the adult in the art description symbolizes censorship.

Explanation of Bias: The writer believes that filtering software will be abused by public employees who want to block the public’s access to particular viewpoints.
