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p. 82 ❘ Grammar Link

Proofreading: Correcting Dangling

Modifiers

Responses will vary. Sample revisions follow.

PA S S A G E A If you walk along a street after a storm, you may notice rainwater running through the gutter and into a storm sewer. This water is often called urban runoff. Produced by precipitation that washes over streets and other hard surfaces, urban runoff picks up whatever is in its path. Because urban runoff may reach the ocean, people must prevent such contamination. Due to high levels of pollutants in urban runoff, officials have occasionally been forced to close some beaches. By properly discarding motor oil, garbage, and household chemicals, however, we can avoid potential hazards to our natural marine resources.

PA S S A G E B Acting in the interest of safety, officials have established a rule stating that children under age two must sit in special seats on airplanes. Although adults have long been required to wear seat belts during takeoffs and landings, passengers under the age of two often sat in the laps of adults without restraints. Under the old “lap” system, young children could fly for free. Because airlines knew that some parents might stop flying if they had to buy an extra ticket to accommodate their children, airplanes remained full of unrestrained “lap” babies for many years. Knowing that many car safety seats are adaptable for use on airplanes, however, airlines have made hard shelled seats mandatory for young children. In order to keep young passengers safer in the sky, airlines should provide the safety seats to all parents with small children.
