LAIV – Unit 14 Lesson 4
Araby by James Joyce

1. What clues does the story provide that the narrator is a man remembering his childhood from a mature perspective?
He remembers the time at Araby as a time of vanity and is able to reflect on it.
2. How often have the narrator and Mangan’s sister spoken to each other?
Before she asks him about Araby, they have never spoken.
3. What is the purpose of the narrator’s quest—his journey to the bazaar? 

He wants to buy Mangan’s sister something.
4. What did Araby turn out to be? What did the narrator find there? 
It was mostly shut down and closed. The booths that were open were too expensive for him.
5. Look back at your chart, in which you compared what the narrator imagines with what is real. How would you summarize the difference? Add a row to the bottom of the chart you made, and summarize the comparison. 
The narrator imagines that Araby will be this magical, bustling marketplace but in reality it’s just some dark, closed stalls.
6. Draw Conclusions What conclusions can you draw about the uncle? What kind of person is he, and what problems may he have?
The uncle works hard and doesn’t necessarily keep his promises.
7. Make Judgments In what ways are the lives of the characters narrow, or restricted?
The children don’t seem to do much other than play with each other at the dead-end street. The aunt’s life seems narrow because she doesn’t know about Araby, and even asks if it’s a Freemason event.
8. Infer How does the narrator deal with intrusions of reality into his fantasy: at the market, for example? What do his reactions tell you about him?
These intrusions upset him because he likes being lost in his daydreams of the young woman.
9. Extend There are many religious references in this story—for example, a dead priest, a chalice, the narrator’s prayer-like utterances, and the bazaar’s churchly silence. How do these references inform your understanding of the narrator’s state of mind and quest?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
10. Literary Perspectives How would you evaluate the story’s ending? Is the narrator’s description of his feelings realistic or exaggerated? Explain.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Analyze What epiphany has the narrator experienced by the end of the story? What details support your answer? 
The epiphany is that he is vain and superficial. 
12. Interpret How would you describe the writer’s tone, or attitude toward the characters and what happens to them? Cite specific textual examples. 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY. 
