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U13: Lesson 3
“Ode on a Grecian Urn”
Worksheet

     
Directions: Answer each of the following questions in the boxes provided.

1.  What metaphors does the speaker use to describe the urn in lines 1-3?  What do the metaphors reveal about the speaker’s view of the urn?
	The speaker uses the following metaphors: “unravished bride of quietness,” foster child…. Slow time, and Sylvan historian.  Some students may say the speaker admires its beauty.  Others may say it has a story to tell.


2.  Why might an “unheard melody” be sweeter than a heard melody?
	Some students may say the image is a reference to the power of the imagination.  Others may relate it to the concept that ideal beauty is possible only as an abstraction.


3.  What people and things does the speaker address in the second and third stanzas?  Why does the speaker envy them?  
	The speaker addresses fair youths, a bold lover, a melodist, pipes, and boughs.  Interpretations should reflect understanding that figures on the urn are not subject to decay or disappointment.


4.  What message does the poem give about truth and beauty?
	Students may say that truth and beauty are the only things about which we can be certain or that truth and beauty are the only things that last.  Others may offer different interpretations that they can support from the text.


5.  How might an urn that is like the one described by the speaker be a “friend to man”?  Explain your response.
	The urn might have an important message to teach about truth, beauty and life.
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