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U13: Lesson 2
“Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”
Worksheet

     
Directions: Answer each of the following questions in the boxes provided.

1.  At what time of day is the poem set?
	The poem is set at the end of the work day, which helps establish a calm mood as well as a sense of ending.


2.  In lines 17-28, what sights, sounds, and feelings does the speaker say the dead have left behind?  What do these images have in common?
	The dead no longer feel the breeze, hear the swallows, rise to the crowing cock, enjoy the fire, or have interaction with family.  All of the images relate to being a part of the world of the English countryside.


3.  In lines 45-64, what does the speaker speculate some of the country people might have become?  What kept them from reaching these heights?
	Villagers could have been reformers, poets, or military leaders.  Instead, they lived in obscurity because they were poor and uneducated.


4.  Summarize the speaker’s feelings about the dead.  How does the speaker hope readers will feel about the people buried in the churchyard?
	The speaker expresses some regret that the dead had fewer opportunities.  He feels affection and hopes readers will share those feelings.


5.  Do you think Gray’s elegy is sad, hopeful, or both?  Explain your response.
	Students may suggest Gray’s purpose was to memorialize common people.  Some students may think the poem succeeds; others may have difficulty connecting with the poem because of its archaic setting and language.
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