Language Arts 4 – Unit 1
Independent Reading Activities 

From Beowulf – Part 1
1. Besides seeking fame and glory, why does Beowulf go to help Hrothgar and the Danes?
He wants the challenge and he is the strongest man.
2. Why does Unferth challenge Beowulf?
He is jealous that everyone is making a big deal about Beowulf.
3. Why does Grendel’s mother attack Herot?
Grendel’s mother attacks Herot because Beowulf has torn Grendel’s arm off and she is seeking revenge.
4. Based on your observations of Beowulf’s heroic qualities, what impression do you have of Anglo-Saxon society?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
5. As you read, you listed nouns, verbs, and phrases that describe Beowulf or his actions. Now, add another column in which you paraphrase each passage. How does paraphrasing help you see how Beowulf fits the archetype of the epic hero? 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
6. Analyze Identify images of Grendel that associate him with death or darkness. How are these images supposed to make you feel about Grendel?
“living down in the darkness”, “made his home in a hell”. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
7. Interpret The battle with Grendel and the battle with Grendel’s mother take place in very different settings. How do these two settings differ?
The hall has been a place of festivities vs. the swamp which is characterized as dark and messy
8. Evaluate How does Beowulf's insistence that he fight without a weapon illustrate the concept of an epic hero?
It illustrates the epic hero because it is implying that he is so strong & brave that he doesn’t need a weapon.
9. Extend A common occurrence in myths and legends is the hero’s discovery of an evil greater than the one he has set out to destroy. Often this greater evil is a creator or parent archetype. What greater evil does Beowulf discover? How does this greater evil fit the creator archetype?
The greater evil is Grendel’s mother and this fits in into the creater archetype because Grendel’s mother has created Grendel and made him into this evil, terrible monster.
10. Evaluate How do Beowulf’s heroic qualities affect your feelings about his overall character? Is it easy or difficult to relate to him? Explain.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Analyze A universal theme is one that occurs in literature from many different cultures around the world and throughout time. What universal themes can you find in Beowulf?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY. Possible themes: good will conquer evil, forming identity, strong heroes.
From Beowulf – Part 2

1. Why does the dragon wreak havoc upon Beowulf’s land and people?
A thief has disturbed the dragon’s lair where there is treasure stored.
2. What is Beowulf’s strategy in fighting the dragon?
His strategy is to go in alone and attempt to beat the dragon.
3. Why does Wiglaf scold his fellow soldiers after Beowulf’s death? 
He scolds them because they had pledged loyalty to Beowulf but when he needed their help, whether he wanted it or not, they had left him. 
4. How did Beowulf rise to the heroic challenges he had to face in Part Two? Has your impression of Anglo-Saxon society changed because of Beowulf’s heroic qualities? 

Beowulf rose to the challenges because he could have let his younger soldiers do the fighting before him, instead of him as the king going into battle alone. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
5. While reading Part Two, you paraphrased the passages that were difficult to understand. Using a chart like the one below, chart the development of your paraphrases. Write about how the style of each passage contributed to the mood and meaning of the passage.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
6. Analyze What details does the poet use to describe the dragon? Keeping those details in mind, explain what the dragon might symbolize as Beowulf’s final foe. 
“Serpent”, “burst forth from the rock”, “swaddled in flames.”  STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
7. Interpret Grendel and the dragon wage war for different reasons. What are these reasons? How are these different motivations related to the underlying themes of the epic? 
Grendel wages war because he is angry at the people for having a good time in the mead hall. The dragon wages war because he is angry that his lair has been disturbed. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY. 
8. Extend Was there any way for Beowulf to defeat the dragon, or was he doomed from the start? 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
9. Analyze If Beowulf had a different set of heroic traits, such as great intelligence, could he still have been able to defeat the monsters? Explain. 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
From A History of the English Church and People by Bede

1. What was Caedmon’s gift?

He could turn any prose into beautiful verses of poetry.

2. Why did Caedmon leave the party?

He couldn’t sing.

3. What was the topic of Caedmon’s first poem?

The topic was creation.

4. Why does the abbess urge Caedmon to become a monk? 

The abbess urges Caedmon because God has given him this gift.

5. Why were people so moved by Caedmon’s verse? 

They were moved because it was such melodious verse.

6. While reading, you noted how seventh-century Anglo-Saxon life was described. Review your chart, considering what it reveals about the historical context. Why did the people value Caedmon’s ability and see it as a miracle?

The people valued Caedmon’s ability because there wasn’t much entertainment in those days and the fact that he could so easily turn prose into amazing poetry was a gift.

7. Interpret Since so few people were educated, a strong oral tradition developed over time. Oral tradition consists of stories and histories passed by word of mouth from one generation to the next. What clues in the selection tell you that Caedmon’s story is an example of oral tradition? 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

8. Evaluate How do Caedmon’s social standing and depth of knowledge change after he receives his gift from God? Cite passages from the selection to support your response. 

Caedmon becomes a member of the monastery which was a standing above his earlier standing being a layperson. His depth of knowledge changes because he has to learn the events of sacred history.

9. Analyze Scholars believe that Bede’s historical records are very reliable, but a certain amount of bias still exists. Evaluate the text, and identify examples of bias. 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

10. Interpret What religious purpose did Caedmon’s poem’s have? How were they useful for religious instruction? 

They were strong in religious belief. They discussed the religion and portrayed it as a commendable career.

11. Analyze How does the setting emphasize the awe-inspiring quality of Caedmon’s verse? 

The setting emphasizes the quality of the verse because he was among nature and animals as he sang about creation.

12. Analyze The attitude a writer takes toward the reader, a subject, or a character or person described in the text is tone. What is Bede’s tone in this selection about Caedmon? 

The tone is revelry.
From The Pardoner’s Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer
1. How does the Pardoner describe himself in the Prologue to his tale?
He admits that he is greedy and always preaches the same sermon topic: greed is the root of all evil.
2. Why are the three rioters looking for Death? 

The rioters are looking for Death because he has slain one of their oldest friends.
3. What moral does the Pardoner want us to draw from his tale? What moral does Chaucer want us to draw from “The Pardoner’s Tale”? 
The moral the Pardoner wants us to draw from the tale is that greed causes evil. Chaucer wants the reader to draw from the tale to beware of people’s hypocrisy.
4. Review the conclusions you recorded as you read. Sometimes what you read later will contradict your earlier conclusions. Record whether or not you agree with your initial conclusions, and explain any changes you make.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
5. Who is more likely to act out of avarice: someone self-centered or someone charitable? 
Self-centered
6. Is your adversary on your team or on the team you are playing against? 
Team you’re playing against
7. Is it abominable to help someone in need? 
no
8. How is blushing related to pallor? 
opposite
9. What does it mean to absolve somone from blame?
You are forgiving them for their sins and removing the blame.
10. Evaluate What attributes of medieval society (and human nature in general) do you think Chaucer is satirizing in “The Pardoner’s Tale”? 
He is satirizing greed and religion.
11. Extend Do people with the Pardoner’s ethics exist today—in all sorts of professions? Explain. 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
12. Analyze Is greed or desire the root of all evil? Discuss the Pardoner’s moral. 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
13. Analyze Use evidence from the tale to explain the ending’s verbal and situational irony. 
The ending is ironic because The Pardoner has already explained to his audience before his tale that his bag of relics is fake, but once he is finished telling the tale, he asks them to contribute to them. 
14. Analyze Each of the first three lines from "The Pardoner's Prologue" uses alliteration, the repetition of the same consonant sounds in words close to each other. Identify and explain three other examples of alliteration in the poem.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
From The Wife of Bath’s Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer
1. Identify (a) the knight’s crime; (b) his original punishment; and (c) his second punishment.
(a) His crime was raping a young maiden. (b) His original punishment was decapitation. (c) His second punishment is to find what women want most in the world within one year.
2. What payment for her help does the old woman demand? What is the knight’s response?
The old woman demands marriage to the young knight. The knight agrees because he needs her help.
3. What final choice does the old woman offer the knight? How does he respond?

The final choice she offers him is to keep her old but loyal, or change to be young and unfaithful. He gives her the choice. 
4. Does the Wife of Bath’s tale describe the characteristics she values in women? Why or why not?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
5. As you read, you noted details that reveal the Wife’s opinions. Add a column to your chart, and explain how her views define her as a narrator.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
6. Draw Conclusions Why do you think the queen takes a special interest in the knight’s case?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
7. Evaluate What does the Wife of Bath's character show about Chaucer's views on women?
Chaucer believes women aren’t very smart, because although the theme of this tale is that true beauty is on the inside, the Wife of Bath doesn’t understand this until the end.
8. Analyze During the Wife’s story, the poet hints at, or foreshadows, the old woman’s transformation. Explain how Chaucer sets up this twist in the story, and cite evidence in the text.
This is foreshadowed by the old woman asking for marriage before she gives help to the knight and also when with the winning answer that she gives him.
9. Literary Perspectives How does the Wife of Bath’s perspective on women contrast with the political status of women in her day? How does her perspective fit into the political structure of today’s society?
It contrasts with the political status of the day because women weren’t highly valued then. It fits today because women are much more valued as contributing members of society.
10. Evaluate Consider what the Wife, as narrator, says about people’s perceptions of women’s desires. What do you think of these proposals?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Analyze A contrast or discrepancy between what is said and what is really meant, or between what is expected and what really happens is irony. The knight’s quest—forced upon him by the queen—is to find out what women want. What irony do you see in this punishment?

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
From Everyman 
1. Who sends Death to Everyman?
God sends Death to Everyman.
2. What does Everyman do first after meeting with Death?
He tries to convince Fellowship to come with him.
3. Who stays with Everyman until he dies?

Good Deeds stays with Everyman.
4. What is the author saying about the nature and fate of every human being?

The author is saying that these other virtues are inconsequential to God.
5. When you read, you took note of the characters’ actions and made judgments about them. Add another column to your chart. In it, explain the allegorical meaning of each character.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
	6. Reverence - D
7. Transitory - A
8. Reckoning - E
9. Lechery - C
10. Commendable - B
	
	a. 


11. Evaluate Why do Strength, Beauty, Discretion, and Five-Wits leave Everyman in the order that they do?
This order goes from what God considers least valuable to most valuable.
12. Interpret What is the reason for Doctor’s speech at the end of the play? Why is it significant that the speaker is a doctor? Explain.
The doctor is explaining the theme of the play. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
13. Analyze How does the personification of abstract concepts and qualities help convey the moral lesson of this allegory? Explain.
By personifying these qualities, it shows the people what really matters to God when a person is standing before about to be judged.
14. Make Judgments The process by which the writer reveals the personality of a character is called characterization. How is Death characterized in Everyman? How is this portrayal similar to or different from your expectations for such a character who represents death?

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
