Unit 9 Lesson 4
“Sigurd the Dragon Slayer” Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 1058

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  His quest is to kill the dragon, which he does.

2.  Regin wants to eat the heart to obtain wisdom and strength.  Sigurd gains knowledge and learns of Regins true nature.

3.  Regin plans to convince Sigurd to slay the dragon so that Regin can take the gold.

4.  Students should complete the chart with the text’s main ideas.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  Only his father’s sword, made by gods and wielded by his father, is strong enough to serve Sigurd.

6.  She knows Sigurd is going to be a warrior like his father.  Odin also  tells Sigurd of his future, promising him glory.

7.  The author creates a vivid image of Fafnir in the passage that describes his “damp, musty smell” and “huge head… flat and scaly like a snake’s,”  but with eyes that are human, “dull and unseeing, heavy with sleep.”

8.  He learns that Regin is obsessed with the treasure and has been planning to kill him.  Unlike humans, dwarves have to conscience and do not feel pity.

9.  Sigurd is brave, wise, and strong.  These qualities might be particularly valued in times of war and instability.

10.  Fafnir is transformed into a dragon.  When Sigurd tastes fat from Fafnir’s heart, he acquires the ability to understand the language of birds.

11.  The author uses phrases such as “huge rider” and “strong,  young voice” to describe Sigurd’s physical characteristics and phrases such as “burned with secret desire” and “long-stored hate” to describe Regin’s thoughts.
