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Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  The boys represent maturity and an independent existence.  Jerry feels the need to break free of his dependence on his mother, and the local boys represent the means of symbolic liberation.

2.  Jerry does not need to exert his will over his mother because he has proven to himself that he is ready for adulthood.

3.  Jerry feels that he must swim through the tunnel to prove himself.  As a result of Jerry’s success, he will start to enter his adult life.

4.  Students should answer the questions they added to the Reading Focus graphic organizer.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  Jerry’s goal is independence.  This goal is of great value for one’s spiritual, intellectual, and emotional growth as a human being.  Jerry faces dangers, his fear, and a hazardous environment to successfully swim through the tunnel.  Jerry takes a literal journey through the tunnel in addition to a psychological journey in moving from childhood to adulthood.  As a result of the quest, Jerry begins the process of becoming an adult.

6.  The “wild bay” symbolizes independence.  The rocks symbolize danger and fear of the unknown.  The “safe beach” symbolizes dependence or childhood.  The tunnel symbolizes transition.  Jerry’s passage symbolizes adulthood.

7.  Jerry’s mother would not be able to tell about Jerry’s training or his passage through the tunnel.
