Waters of Babylon
Answers

Objective:  Read the short story called Waters of Babylon and answer question 1-18 found at the end of the story.

1.  When John holds a piece of metal and does not die, it is clear he will become a priest.  After that, he gets the best food and the best seat, but is also punished more severely for wrongdoings.

2.  John decides to travel east because he sees certain signs that he should do so.

3.  John builds a raft, and the river’s current carries him toward the Place of the Gods.  The raft spins until, according to him, the gods show him how to paddle on one side of the raft.  When he nears land, his raft turns over and he swims to shore.

4.  John finds that the ground is not burning, there are no fogs and enchantments, and there are no walls of demons in the Place of the Gods.  His greatest discovery is of a dead man.

5.  John’s father tells him not to tell all at once because too much knowledge gained too quickly is dangerous.

6.  John considers his calling a privilege; he says the knowledge he gets makes him happy.  He continues his quest despite physical discomfort.
7.  John must overcome the conflict of knowing that his journey east is forbidden by his father.  He knows he has made the right choice when he easily finds game to hunt and luckily avoids enemies.

8.  John believes he will be struck dead when he reaches the Place of the Gods.  His decision to continue reveals that he is courageous and values knowledge above the safety.

9.  The shattered image of a god or a man is a statue of George Washington; the fallen towers are skyscrapers; the washing place is a sink; the cooking place is a stove.

10.  John becomes a man.  He becomes wise, calm, and fearless.  His knowledge will lead his people to advance their civilization.

11.  Some students may see John as disrespectful while others ay see him as having the courage to act according to his convictions.

12.  The Hill People have a much less advanced civilization.  They are hunters; they do not have technology and must find any metal they use.  The people who lived in the Place of the Gods had sophisticated technology, buildings, and art.

13.  Students may say our society is in danger of being destroyed because many countries possess the technology to make atomic bombs, and there may be unwise people who would use them.
14.  Students may agree because no person is fully alive without his or her spirit, or they may disagree because without life there is nothing.

15.  Understanding the allusion enriches the story because the Place of the Gods is comparable to Zion; readers should also weep as they see the possible end of our civilization.  

16.  Answers will vary

17.  Possible morals are that knowledge does not necessarily bring wisdom and that if our civilization is not careful, we could destroy ourselves.  They are implied in the description of the Hill People and in John’s ideas about the human spirit.

18.  The author reveals his conviction that people must strive to preserve good in our society or the society will be destroyed.  
