Independent Reading Activity
Collection 2:

“Where Have You Gone Charming Billy” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 139

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  In Vietnam, Billy stepped on a land mine that blows his foot off.  He is so afraid, he dies of a heart attack.

2.  It is surprising that Paul giggles about Billy’s death because many people cry when someone dies.

3.  Students should incorporate specific details from the story.

Vocabulary Check

4.  F

5.  T

6.  T

7.  F

8.  F

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.  Paul wants to stop being afraid

10.  At first, Paul is horrified and fears that he will also die.  After Paul hears another soldier laughing, he becomes hysterical.

11.  The meaninglessness of Billy Boy’s death, combined with O’Brien’s dark and fearful tone, suggests that O’Brien sees the Vietnam War as a cause of needless suffering.

12.  Paul’s inner thoughts best reveal how Paul views himself.

13.  The beauty of the land contrasts with the violence, creating a dark, uneasy mood.

“The First Seven Years” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 169

Reading Focus
Answers:

1.  Feld did not value Sobel’s qualities and looked elsewhere for a suitor for Miriam.

2.  He quits because he is angry over Feld’s attempt to set up Miriam.  He returns to work because Feld tells him that he can propose to Miriam in two years.

3.  Feld wants a better life for Miriam.  Max wants material possessions.  Sobel wants to marry Miriam.

4.  Both are motivated by love and hard work but disagree about whom Miriam should marry.

Vocabulary Check
5.  d

6.  a

7.  e

8.  c

9.  b

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  He thinks Sobel is old, ugly, and uneducated.  His reasons are not justified because they do not bother Miriam.

11.  I realized it when Sobel left the shop.  Details such as Sobel giving Miriam many notes with the books foreshadow this fact.

12.  The reader learns through Feld’s thoughts and actions that Feld wants the best for his daughter and does not want Sobel to be unhappy.

13.  hopeful at the beginning, sad in the middle, happy at the end.

Collection 3:
“The Story Teller” Assignment: Questions 1-8 page 227

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Two adults and three children are in the same train car on a sultry afternoon.  The two adults tell stories to entertain the children and distract them from unruly behavior.
2.  The children perceive the description of Bertha as “horribly good.”

3.  The theme of the bachelor’s story is that goodness is not always rewarded.  The aunt’s theme is the opposite: Goodness is always rewarded.

4.  Saki’s purpose is to satirize self-righteous behavior and the practice of misleading children about the ways of the world with stories that feature contrived morals.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  The surprises seem believable to the children because the children have vivid imaginations.

6.  The story is a satire because it ridicules simplistic moral tales.  Saki uses humorous details in the bachelor’s story, such as a park with pigs but no flowers.  He also uses exaggeration in that Bertha wears goodness medals.

7.  The story would reflect the teller’s biases.  Readers would not know what any of the other characters were thinking or feeling.  However, the aunt or the bachelor would probably become a more sympathetic character.

8.  The aunt hopes her stories influence the behavior of the children in a positive way.  The bachelor is motivated to keep the children quiet and make a point for the aunt.  The aunt is displeased with the bachelor’s story because she thinks his story is improper to tell to children.

“Housepainting” Assignment: Questions 1-14 page 241

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Frances isn’t sure, but she knows that marrying Wei would please her parents.

2.  The main conflict is whether Frances should marry Wei.  In the end, she tells him yes.

3.  Annie is confused by the situation and feels the tension in the family.

4.  Students should refer to questions they noted as they read the story.

Vocabulary Check
5.  T

6.  F

7.  T

8.  F

9.  F

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  She thinks he is trying to please her parents and pressure her into saying yes to the marriage.

11.  Frances is trying to keep things the way they once were.

12.  Yes; Frances does not seem to love him.  No; Frances is obedient.

13.  Frances is struggling between following her own desires and that of her parents.

14.  Details about the invisible hand and Frances’s anger and frustration create a serious mood.
“Evacuation Order No. 19” Assignment: Questions 1-10 page 257
Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  She buys soap and face cream as supplies for relocation.  She buys tape and twine for packing.  She tries to buy duffel bags.

2.  The family has to give up pets, heirlooms, the piano, and the radio.

3.  Before the internment, Mrs. Hayashi did not have outside employment; she had time to read, go shopping, and garden; afterward, she has to take a menial job to support herself.

4.  Students should check their conclusions against the text to make sure they are correct.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  Details should be specific and should demonstrate a change in Mrs. Hayashi over the course of the story.

6.  The story newspaper headlines giving news of the war, sugar rationing due to war shortages, the family’s preparations for entering the internment camp, and the loss of the family’s possessions all correspond to the story’s historical background.

7.  Referring to the characters somewhat anonymously communicates to the reader that what happened to them could have happened to others as well.

8.  She is a hero because of the calm, courageous way she handles the unfortunate events in the story.

9.  Knowing the narrator’s identity makes the story more vivid and poignant; the narrator could not have known the specific details about what Mrs. Hayashi did, felt, or said, because her mother never spoke about the war.

10.  Their typical American interests are ironic because the children are treated as non-Americans.

Collection 4:

“The Possibility of Evil” Assignment: Questions 1-14 page 351

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  She feels proud and protective.

2.  She sends them to protect her town from evil, but they make the town fearful and worried.

3.  Evil is possible in unlikely places.  Miss Strangeworth suspects that others are “lustful and evil and degraded.”

4.  The theme of the story is that evil is born out of suspiciousness and self-righteousness.

Vocabulary Check

5.  She is being easygoing.

6.  Corrupt is a synonym.

7.  It is deserving of criticism.

8.  You are complementing him or her.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.  many people are upset; the hidden criticisms in Miss Strangeworth’s dialogue with the townspeople

10.  She feels threatened by change and new ideas.  She takes action to protect the town she loves.

11.  Evil masquerades as good.  Miss Strangeworth thinks her actions help, but they are harmful.

12.  Miss Strangeworth lives on Pleasant Street, but is not pleasant.  She practices immoral behavior to protect morality.  She appears to be kind and respectful, but actually is cruel and deceptive.

13.  Miss Strangeworth creates the possibility for evil.

14. The town and the home appear pristine.  The townspeople’s fears are caused by its most respected citizen.
