Unit 16 Lesson 4
“The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, Act II” Assignment: Questions 1-12 page 892

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  He must kill Caesar for the public good, to pr event abuse of power.

2.  Cassius; it is unnecessary.

3.  Portia demands to know why Brutus is troubled.  He refuses to share his feelings.

4.  to stay home; she had a dream in which he was murdered

5.  Brutus is honorable, yet plots murder.  Caesar values courage, yet is advised to be cautious.

6.  More people are against Caesar than for him.  Brutus’s feelings have changed the most.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

7.  only dishonest men swear oaths; honor; honesty

8.  overconfident, lacks humility; students will explain their choice

9.  Portia’s relationship with Brutus is more tender than Calphurnia’s with Caesar.  The women allow us to see another side of the men.

10.  No; it would repeat Brutus’s reasoning.  Portia’s reaction would show her admiration for Brutus’s willingness to support Rome.

11.  Artemidorus and the soothsayer wait to warn Caesar.  The audience wonders if the warnings will reach Caesar in time to save his life.

12.  The mood is tense.
