TEST 1

THE LEGEND

GARRETT HONGO

A STORM IN THE MOUNTAINS

ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN

Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: “The Legend”

First Reading

What I Notice: Poem is an elegy.

What It Means: Poem deals with death.

Second Reading

What I Notice: “Last flash of sunset”

What It Means: symbol for death

Third Reading

What I Notice: “weaver girl”

What It Means: possibly an angel

After You Read: I definitely would have

missed the reference to the “weaver girl” in

“The Legend” if I’d only read the poem once.

“A Storm in the Mountains”

First Reading

What I Notice: “It caught us”

What It Means: describes storm as if it is a

living creature

Second Reading

What I Notice: “plunged into darkness and

chaos”

What It Means: darkness was absolute;

darkness was confusing

Third Reading

What I Notice: “a primal world in creation

before our very eyes”

What It Means: author believes this is what

the creation of the world must have looked

like

After You Read: I would have missed the

sense of awe at the store which could have

crushed the poem’s speaker.
TEST 2

HEART! WE WILL FORGET HIM!

THE MOON WAS BUT A CHIN OF

GOLD

EMILY DICKINSON

Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

“Heart! We will forget him!”

Images: “the warmth he gave”

What I See: two people talking, a hug, a warm

smile

Images: “haste! while you’re lagging”

What I See: two people in an emotional

Conversation

After You Read: Thinking about the images

as visuals really made a difference in how I

looked at this poem. I liked the image of the

speaker talking to herself.

“The Moon was but a Chin of Gold”

Images: “Turns her perfect face/ Upon the

world below”

What I See: full moon

Images: “Her forehead the amplest blonde”

What I See: the moon shining brightly

Images: “Lips of Amber”

What I See: dark ridges on the face of the

moon

After You Read: I really liked the images in

this poem, and I could see the moon looking

down on the earth. To compare the moon to a

woman was really interesting since I was used

to hearing about the “man in the moon” from

my family.

TEST 3

BONNY BARBARA ALLAN

ANONYMOUS

BALLAD OF THE LANDLORD

LANGSTON HUGHES

Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: “Bonny Barbara Allan”

Lines 1–7: Chorus speaks; stanza 2 sounds

foreboding

Line 8: Barbara—stern, cold voice

Lines 16–20: William sounds sorrowful and

regrets what he’s done.

Lines 20–32: foreboding, cold, ominous
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Mood of poem: The mood of the poem is

melancholy.

“Ballad of the Landlord”

Lines 1–20: Tone gets angrier with each verse.

Lines 21–33: ironic, cold

Mood of poem: The mood of the poem is

angry and ironic.
