Unit 15 Lesson 2
“The Legend” / “A Storm in the Mountains” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 671

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Hongo may have gotten the basic details of the event and the people from a news report.  He may have invented sensory images such as the Rembrandt glow.

2.  The author uses language that appeals to readers’ senses, which helps them experience the event for themselves.

3.  It is possible to miss details such as specific word choice and aspects of the author’s style.

Vocabulary Check

4.  False; a ceaseless shriek lasts forever

5.  True; insignificant and unimportant are synonyms

6.  False; something primal is ancient

7.  False; a serpentine road curves like a snake

8.  True; a hot grill would burn

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.   “The Legend” is more moving due to the tragic subject matter and vivid imagery.

10.  Hongo expresses his personal style by using sensory images and alluding to Asian legends.

11.  They lyrical, sensory language makes the piece a prose poem rather than a news report.

12.  The speaker mourns his own lack of connection to humanity.  He feels “so distinct” from the man who was shot.

13.  Hongo’s tone is mournful (“I am ashamed”) and reverent (“Let the night sky cover him as he dies”).  Solzhenitsyn’s tone is humble (“just as a droplet in the ocean has no fear of a hurricane”) and full of awe (“Their hugeness filled us with awe”).
