Unit 12 Lesson 3
“The Masque of Red Death” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 375

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Each room is a different color: blue, purple, green, orange, white, violet, and black.  The black room has red windowpanes.  Guests avoid the seventh room because it reminds them of death.

2.  He is dressed like a victim of the Red Death.

3.  Poe is saying that people cannot escape fate or death.

4.  Answers should reflect an understanding of the story, its symbolism, and its allegorical message.

Vocabulary Check

5.  T; Tangible means “able to touch.”

6.  F; Emanating means “light would be coming from the rooms.”

7.  F; Profuse means “a lot.”

8.  T; Propriety means “appropriate.”

9.  T; Pervaded means “spread.”

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  Details that suggest madness include the eccentricity of the rooms, costumes, and decorations.

11.  They are reminded of mortality.

12.  The allegory suggests that people try to pretend they will never die, but that death is inescapable.  Prospero symbolizes wealth.  The ball symbolizes how people avoid unpleasant realities.  The seventh room and the masked figure symbolize death.

13.  Everyone dies.
