Unit 12 Lesson 2
“The Trip” Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 57

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Murad worries about not making enough money for his mother and sister.  He thinks he will get a good job in Spain.

2.  The passengers feel Rahal agreed to take them to the shore, but he makes them exit the boat before they are there.

3.  Murad is planning to try to immigrate to Spain again.

4.  Murad has to borrow money, dress for the trip, swim to shore, and arrange for help once he is there.  These actions reveal his persistent and goal-oriented character.

5.  Check students’ charts to be sure they show how setting contributes to mood.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  Murad does not harass anyone or complain, while some of the other passengers do.

7.  The background information reveals Murad’s pride in his roots.  This knowledge helps readers understand why Murad feels he has a right to live in Spain.

8.  His dream of a better job is probably realistic since he has a degree and speaks Spanish.  His determination is admirable, but may also be foolish since the trip is costly.

9.  People are willing to take great risks for the chance at a better life.

10.  The setting in the dark and stormy sea with passengers crowded into a small boat adds to the tense mood of the story.  The story would be less tense if it was set in a calm sea and large, sturdy boat.

11.  The setting creates conflict between nature (the sea) and the passengers on the boat.  The passengers also have conflict with each other.  When they arrive, they have conflict with the authorities.
