Unit 9 Lesson 3

Questions 5-10 page 227

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5. The repetition suggests the continuous

motion of the sea. This

supports the theme that human

life and works are transitory.

6. The sun sets and rises repeatedly,

like the tide.

7. “Nevermore / Returns the traveler

to the shore.” The image of the

horses evokes life, the traveler’s

absence, inactivity or death.

8. Longfellow uses the same image,

but this time he shows that after

humans die, their footprints fade

away.

9. The words sea and darkness create

a somber mood.

10. He says that the sea calls and the

waves have soft, white hands.

The image of the sea calling in

the darkness is disturbing, but the

waves are small and gentle.
Questions 1-13 page 230

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. She died in a fire.

2. They were married.

3. snow shaped like a cross; a cross

around a man’s chest

4. “Cross” may mean a necklace or

a burden. Snow is cold, which is

often associated with death.

5. Students should tell how the

images connect to the meaning.

Vocabulary Check

6. b 7. c 8. a

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9. In Christianity, the cross is a

reminder of the martyrdom of

Jesus, just as Longfellow’s cross

reminds him of his wife’s death.

10. Deep ravines might shade a cross

of snow. Similarly, the poet’s grief

is too deep to be melted away.

11. The universal experience is grief.

Longfellow is popular because

readers can relate to his writing.

12. The octave describes the piety of

the woman. The sestet describes

the poet’s grief.

13. The poem has a sad tone. The

word martyrdom creates the tone.

The tone reinforces the theme of

unending grief.
