Unit 4 Lesson 2
“Speech to the Virginia Convention” Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 127

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  Only through fighting can the colonists remain free.

2.  He sees it as an effort to forcefully subdue the colonists.

3.  The war has already begun.

4.  He warns that the colonists will be enslaved by Britain.

5.  Have students share responses with a partner.  Volunteers can share answers with the class.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  He knows Britain can’t be trusted.

7.  The metaphors of binding chains and a storm describe how Britain will strip colonists of their rights and freedom.

8.  Second line of the second paragraph: Britain “sings” to subdue the colonists.  Twelfth line of the third paragraph: as Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss, Britain pretends to support the colonies.

9.  Answers will vary.  Henry’s word choice, including spurned, prostrated, and insidious smile, is effective in portraying the threats of a tyrannical power.

10.  The combination of both appeals is more effective because it touches hearts and minds.

11.  The rhetorical questions serve as a direct challenge to his listeners to confront the urgency of the issue and decide on a course of action.
