Unit 19 Lesson 1 Worksheet 2

Your Turn 3

Primary and Secondary Sources

Responses will vary but should reflect the text.

Sample responses follow.

PARAGRAPH: “Controversy has been as

integral to public art . . . ”

SOURCE 1: Unknown. There is a reference

in article to nineteenth-century politicians and

art critics debating public art.

Primary or secondary? No source information

is given, so students might say that it is a primary

source, suggesting that the author could

have found historical documents (such as

speeches or debates) that contain the information

presented here. Other students might

claim that the author read about the nineteenth-

century debates in another book or

article, in which case the source would be

secondary.
Why I made this choice: Students could make

valid claims identifying this information as

either primary or secondary material.

SOURCE 2: Unknown. Reference in article is

to a statement made before Congress in 1937.

Primary or secondary? The author does not

give the source of this quotation, so the source

could be either primary or secondary. Students

will think it is primary if they assume the

author acquired the information from a recording

or published transcript of the debate before

Congress. Students will think the source is

secondary if they think the author has taken

the quotation from a newspaper or magazine

article, or a book about this subject.

Why I made this choice: Students might

consider this a primary source because the

author quotes the speaker directly; however,

because the author does not identify the source,

there is no way of knowing whether the author

saw an original document or is repeating this

quotation after seeing it elsewhere.

SOURCE 3: Unknown. Reference in article

is a statement by someone working for the

National Endowment for the Arts about the

debate over public art.

Primary or secondary? This statement could

be taken from a primary source. The author

might be quoting directly from a published or

recorded speech or interview. The source could

be considered secondary, because the author

could have seen the words in someone else’s

book or article. There is no identification of the

source nor any clue about where the quotation

came from.

Why I made this choice: This information

could have appeared in an original source document

or in a book about the subject of public

art. Because the author makes no mention of

where she found this quotation, students could

put it in either category.

PARAGRAPH: “With the completion of the

FDR Memorial . . . ”

SOURCE 1: Unknown. There is a reference to

arguments about size and cost of FDR memorial.

Primary or secondary? Most students will

probably say this information is from a

secondary source.

Why I made this choice: Students might support

their choice by claiming that the author

seems to be summarizing debates critics have

had about the physical appearance and cost of

the project. This suggests that she is drawing on

accounts of those debates, rather than on direct

material taken from the debates themselves.

SOURCE 2: Unknown. Reference is to detractors

who thought FDR did warrant such an

elaborate monument.

Primary or secondary? Students will probably

consider the source for this information secondary.

Why I made this choice: The general tone of

this information—“some questioned whether

FDR deserved such a prominent tribute”—

suggests that the author is summarizing a

longer debate or series of discussions about

the memorial. Although the author could have

read original source material, such as recordings

or transcripts of debates (in Congress, for

example), she probably synthesized information

from secondary accounts about this issue.

SOURCE 3: Unknown. Reference is to two

artists’ plans for the FDR memorial that were

criticized and disregarded.

Primary or secondary? Students will probably

infer that this information is drawn from secondary

sources.

Why I made this choice: Unless the author

heard, in person, the criticism she cites in reference

to the memorial, or read an interview

with or speech by the people who offered the

remarks, the source would be secondary. Even

though the reference contains a direct quotation—“

Instant Stonehenge”—students will

probably infer that the author read those

words in secondary source material.

SOURCE 4: Smithsonian, December 1988.

This is a reference to the traditional design for

memorial that won approval.

Primary or secondary? Students should point

out that this is a secondary source.

Why I made this choice: This is the only

piece of evidence in these two paragraphs for

which there is an explicitly cited source: the

Smithsonian magazine. The author’s comment

on the “traditional design of Lawrence Halprin,

a San Francisco architect” was drawn from the

December, 1988, edition of Smithsonian.

Your Turn 3: Additional Practice

Primary and Secondary Sources

Responses will vary but should reflect the text.

Sample responses follow.

Paragraph 1

1. SOURCE: Encyclopedia Britannica

Online. Reference is to the Production

Code established by the Legion of Decency

and the studio heads embracing this code.

Primary or secondary? Students should

consider this a secondary source.

Why I made this choice: This is an account

of events of several decades ago from the

encyclopedia—a secondary source.

Paragraph 2

1. SOURCE: “Review of Citizen Kane.”

Reference is to William Randolph Hearst’s

relation to the character of Kane and the

action Hearst took against the movie.

Primary or secondary? Students should

identify this information as secondary.

Why I made this choice: The date of the

source indicates that a modern writer is

retelling a historical event, probably based

on other sources—a secondary source.

2. SOURCE: Encyclopedia Britannica

Online. Reference is to a description of the

plot of the film.

Primary or secondary? Students should

identify this information as secondary.

Why I made this choice: The writer is

giving a description of the events of the

film based on information from an

encyclopedia—a secondary source.

3. SOURCE: Citizen Kane. Reference is to

the quote from the film.

Primary or secondary? Students should

identify this as information from a primary

source.

Why I made this choice: The writer is

quoting a word directly from the film—

a piece of primary evidence made at the

time of the Production Code.
