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Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  He does dangerous things to help the secessionist cause.

2.  He imagines the rope breaks; he escapes the soldiers and goes home to his wife and children.

3.  The story shows us that war is brutal and senseless.

4.  Students should use their organizer to answer why the points of view used are effective.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  The story wouldn’t be as effective or suspenseful because the readers would know from the very outset that Farquhar was indeed hanged.

6.  He is exhausted, is lost, and sees and hears things that are not there.   The blow on the back of his neck that he experienced in his dream coincided with his being hanged from the bridge and his neck breaking.

7.  It is powerful because just when the reader things Farqhar might be safe, he is in reality hanged.

8.  The historical perspective helps us to understand the political climate surrounding the hanging.  The credibility perspective helps us identify with Farquhar.

9.  Bierce’s use of point of view makes us feel empathy.  It makes us identify Peyton Farquhar as a man dedicated to the Southern cause and also as someone who was emotionally attached to his family.  This point of view contributes to the ending by making it more emotional.

10.  Farquhar has been portrayed as a secessionist, so the story could be placed only in this historical and geographical setting.  He was trying to sabotage a railroad bridge, so the place where he was executed justified the physical setting.
