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Unit 10 and Unit 11
The Great Gatsby 

Study Guide

Directions: Answer each question below in the box provided.  Remember, the boxes will expand as you type.
Chapter 1
1. Who is the narrator of the story? What is his background?

	Nick Carraway is the narrator. He is highly moral and highly tolerant, graduated from Yale and has family living in East Egg.


 
2. Explain the distinctions between East and West Egg.

	West Egg is for the “new rich” and is gaudy. East Egg is conservative, aristocratic 



3. Describe the Buchanans and their background. How are they related to the narrator?

	Daisy is Nick’s cousin and Tom is her husband – Nick knew Tom in college when Tom was a football star and his family is wealthy.



4. Which characters are described as "restless" and "drifting"? How do their actions illustrate these descriptions?

	Tom is described as restless because he is always looking for more action after his exciting college football days.



5. Describe Jordan Baker. What distinguishing mannerisms does she possess?

	She always has her chin pointed forward as if she is balancing something on it and she yawns a lot as if she was bored.



6. With which character is the word "romance" most often associated? Why?

	Jordan Baker – because Nick likes her.



7. When Daisy tells Nick, "Sophisticated --- God, I'm sophisticated" how is she hoping to be viewed?   Why does Nick recognize a "basic insincerity"?

	She wants to be viewed like other women of the time. Nick recognizes her insincerity because she isn’t a simpleton but that’s how people expect her to act.



8. Describe Nick's first view of Gatsby. Where does Nick see him? What single object attracts Nick's attention? 

	Nick first sees Gatsby by the lake after Nick has come home from Tom & Daisy’s. The green light attracts Nick’s attention.


Chapter 2
9. Describe the Valley of Ashes. What might it symbolize? Why?

	The Valley of Ashes is where the road runs along the railroad. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.



10. What are the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckelburg? What significance might they have?

	The eyes are on a billboard from an optometrist and they always seem to be watching the valley.



11. How does the repair shop parallel the town itself? Why might both be called a "waste land"?

	It is dim, bare and unprosperous. STUDENTA NSWERS MAY VARY.



12. Describe George and Myrtle Wilson. Which character seems to belong in the Valley of Ashes? Why?

	George is untrusting of Tom but loves Myrtle and does whatever she asks. Myrtle is stoutly and not pretty, but sensuous. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.



13.  By examining the objects Myrtle purchases, what can you determine about her character?

	STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY – that she is vain



14. Nick says the afternoon has a "dim, hazy cast over it." Does it? List several details that add to the realism of the scene. 

	Nick may think this because they are drinking. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.


Chapter 3
15. What happens "at least once a fortnight" at Gatsby's? What color is most often associated with the parties?

	There is a huge party with caterers, an orchestra, lots of drinks. Blue is most often associated.



16. Fitzgerald builds a "romantic speculation" about Gatsby before he ever appears. What rumors have been circulated about Gatsby? What is unusual about Gatsby's first appearance?

	It circulates that Gatsby served in the army and has killed a man before. Nick doesn’t realize that he man he’s sitting with at the table is Gatsby. 



17. Describe Gatsby. What feature is most noticed for its "quality of eternal reassurance"?

	Gatsby is in his early 30s and speaks eloquently. His smile is noticed for its “quality of eternal reassurance.”



18. Notice the owl-eyed man. Of what significance is his tour of the library?

	STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.


19. The ideas of carelessness and irresponsibility are emphasized in this chapter. Cite two episodes that involve these ideas.

	STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.



20. How has Nick's relationship with Jordan changed?

	They start seeing each other often and Nick believes he may love her.



21. What incident leads Nick to say "I am one of the few honest people that I have ever known"?

	Nick thinks he may love Jordan but is writing love letters to another girl, so he won’t let himself get too caught up with Jordan.



22. Notice Gatsby's relationship to his guests. Is he friendly or aloof? How do you know? 

	STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.


Chapter 4
23. Characterize Gatsby's guests. How do they behave towards their host? How are they typical of the residents of East Egg?

	The guests are snooty and they spread gossip about Gatsby when they actually don’t know anything about him. They are aristocratic like typical East Egg residents.



24. What background information about himself does Gatsby give Nick? What is Nick's reaction? What "proof" does Gatsby have of his background?

	Gatsby tells Nick that he went to Oxford and that he served in the Army. He has a picture from his days at school and a medal that he won.



25. Who is Meyer Wolfsheim? What is his connection to Gatsby?

	He’s a gambler and they are acquainted through business.



26. Briefly summarize the story Jordan tells Nick about Daisy and Gatsby. What request of Nick does Gatsby have? 

	Jordan tells Nick that Gatsby and Daisy used to be in love before Gatsby left for the war. She ended up with Tom and they hadn’t seen each other since, but Gatsby always hoped she’d come back so he bought a beautiful house for her. He requests that Nick ask Daisy to tea and then let Gatsby come over. 


Chapter 5
27. How does Gatsby behave toward Nick at the beginning of this chapter?

	He feels awkward that he has put Nick in this position and he is eager to see Daisy.



28. Explain Gatsby's absurd behavior at the meeting with Daisy. Through what three "states" does he pass?

	First he is incredibly awkward and embarrassed. Next he is ecstatic and thrilled. Finally he is in wonder of Daisy.



29. Why is it so important to Gatsby to show Daisy his home?

	It’s important because he bought it in hopes that she would find it beautiful.



30. What object (first noted in Chapter 1) is again mentioned? How are Gatsby's "enchanted objects... diminished by one"?

	The green light is mentioned again. Now that he has been reunited with Daisy, it is just a green light and not a symbol of his distance from her.



31. Why does Nick believe that "there must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his (Gatsby's) dreams? 

	Because he has built her up so much in his head that there’s no way she could ever live up to that ideal.


Chapter 6
32. What is Gatsby's real background?

	He was a son of farmers and went to St. Olaf college in Minnesota as a janitor for two weeks.



33. Who is Dan Cody?

	He is a rich man whom Gatsby saw in his yacht one day. Cody made his money in the silver mines in the Yukon. 



34. What is ironic about Tom's statement "women run around too much these days to suit me"? How is this statement consistent with Tom's character?

	It’s ironic because Tom is the one running around on Daisy. It’s consistent with him though because he lives in a contradiction.



35. How does Daisy feel about Gatsby's parties? Why is she "offended"? How does her reaction illustrate the differences between East and West Egg?

	She doesn’t like the parties and she is offended by the new rich and how they are ao extravagant in their drinking. This is classic of the West Egg, whereas the East Egg would be much more refined in their parties.



36. Explain the significance of Gatsby's statement "Can't repeat the past?….Why of course you can!" 

	Gatsby wants things to return to the way they were 5 years ago between him & Daisy.


Chapter 7
37. Why has Gatsby fired all of his servants?

	He fired his servants because they gossiped about Daisy coming over.



38. Who is referred to as "you dream, you. You absolute little dream"? What is Gatsby's reaction to this person?

	Pammy, the Buchanans daughter, is who is referred to as a dream. Gatsby is in shock that she really does exist. 



39. At what precise moment does Tom realize that Gatsby and Daisy are lovers?

	Tom realizes this at lunch when Daisy says Gatsby is “so cool” and their eyes connect for a long moment.



40. Why is George Wilson "all run"? What are his plans?

	He is sick because he has found that Myrtle has a second life. He plans to take her away out West.



41.  In the confrontation between Gatsby and Tom at the Plaza, what does Gatsby expect of Daisy and how does she react?

	Gatsby expects Daisy to say she never loved Tom and this is hard for her because she did love him at one time.



42. What is Gatsby's real business? How does Daisy react to this information?

	He is bootlegger with Wolfsheim and Daisy doesn’t like it.



43. Notice the journey home. Who is in each car? How is this different from when they came into New York?   What obvious foreshadowing do you notice?

	Gatsby and Daisy ride together in Gatsby’s car and Nick, Jordan and Tom ride in Tom’s car. It’s different because they were riding in opposite cars. The foreshadowing is that something bad is going to happen because they’re in different cars.



44. Describe the climatic accident scene. Why did Myrtle run into the road?

	Myrtle runs into the road because she’s trying to get away from Wilson. There are two cars coming, one each way, and she is hit and killed.



45. What sense of responsibility is apparent in Tom? Is this different from the carelessness normally associated with him? Why or why not?

	Tom tries to get Wilson taken care of and leaves as soon as possible. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.



46. Why is Gatsby waiting at the Buchanan's? What does he expect to happen?

	Gatsby is waiting to make sure Tom doesn’t hurt Daisy because of what happened earlier in the day.



47. What is significant about the "unmistakable air or natural intimacy" that is apparent between Tom and Daisy? How does this relate to the last line of this chapter?

	This is significant because it means that her love for Gatsby isn’t as strong as he thinks it is. He’s watching over nothing because Tom won’t try anything.


Chapter 8
48.  What foreshadowing is evident in the first paragraph of this chapter?

	Something bad will happen – Nick wakes up early with a feeling he has to tell Gatsby something important.



49.  What is the meaning of Fitzgerald's statement that Gatsby "had committed himself to the following of the grail"?

	He had fallen in love with Daisy and wouldn’t be able to give her up easily.



50.  Why did Daisy marry Tom? Why was there a "certain struggle and a certain relief"?

	She still loved Gatsby but she wanted something immediately and she didn’t want to wait. So when Tom came along and he was able to provide, she decided to marry him.



51.  Notice the season of the year. What is the significance of the change in weather from the sultry heat of the day before to the "autumn flavor" of Gatsby's last day alive?

	Things are slowing down and it gets cooler. It’s less excitable.



52.  What compliment does Nick give Gatsby? Is he sincere? What "incorruptible dream" is Gatsby concealing?

	“You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.” Yes, he’s sincere because he was irritated with all of them. The dream is being with Daisy.



53.  Trace George Wilson's moments from Myrtle's death to his own death.

	George is obviously upset and believes that the man who was driving the car was Myrtle’s lover and he didn’t even stop to see her. So he decides to find the driver and then he goes and kills him and then kills himself.



54.  Relate the eyes of Dr. Eckleburg to Wilson's statement that "God sees everything." What connection is there?

	The eyes has always watched everything.



55.  Did Gatsby believe in his dream at the time of his death? Explain your answer. 

	STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.


Chapter 9
56.  What version of the tragedy is publicized?

	It makes Wilson seem like a madman.



57.  Why does Nick say that no one shows Gatsby "that intense personal interest to which everyone has some vague right at the end"?

	He says this because no one seems to care that Gatsby has died.



58.  What items on Gatsby's "schedule" and in his "General Resolves" showed that Jimmy Gatz saw the need for self-discipline? What shows that he aspired to the finer things in life?

	He had a strict schedule with working out and studying. He aspired to the finer things by trying to save money and keep up appearances.



59.  Who appears at the funeral? The gravesite? What is significant about Owl-Eye's statement, "Why,  my God! They used to go there by the hundreds!"?

	No one comes to the funeral except Nick, Mr. Gatz, and some servants. Owl-Eyes shows up to the gravesite. The statement is significant because lots of people came to his parties, but no one truly cared about him, only his wealth.



60.  Why does Nick return home to the Midwest? What "loose ends" must he tie up?

	He returns home because he can’t handle staying in next to Gatsby’s big empty house. The “loose ends” are breaking up with Jordan.



61.  What judgment at the end of the novel does Nick make about Tom and Daisy? Why is this significant? 

	He decides that Tom and Daisy are careless and just beat up people and creatures and retract back into their money. It’s significant because it proves that money doesn’t buy you happiness.
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