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Use this rubric to assess the student’s writing.  

The Treasure of Lemon Brown
What does Greg learn is important in life?  Is what he learns also important to you?  Why or why not?
Answers will vary.  Greg learns that his family is his treasure.  Students should write about whether family is important to them and why.

A Reformed Reformation
Has reading A Reformed Reformation changed your ideas about giving people second chances?  Why or why not?
Answers will vary.  In the story, a robber is given a second chance at life after he changes his ways and then uses his safe-cracking skills to rescue the bank-owner’s granddaughter.  Students may talk about how one should be given a second chance if they are willing to change their bad ways.
Stop the Sun
How well does Terry understand his dad at the story's end?  Was Terry's effort worth the result?  Explain why or why not.
Answers will vary.  Terry understands the fear and pain his father had experienced.  The effort was worth the result because it made Terry understand some of the embarrassing things his father did.

A Tell-Tale Heart
Is the narrator of "The Tell-Tale Heart" telling the truth?  Are parts of this story true and parts imagined?  How can you tell?
Answers will vary.  Students should list specific parts of the story that they think are imagined.  For example, the author heard a loud heartbeat after the man had died.  Students should also explain how they could tell he was imagining things.
Wishes
After reading these stories, what new ideas about wishes and desires do you have?  Explain.
Answers will vary.  The Monkey’s Paw is about a couple who found a Monkey’s Paw which granted them three wishes.  However, the wishes come with a price.  Aunty Misery was about a woman who was given one wish.  She used her one and only wish to punish her oppressors and keep herself alive for many years.  Students should write their thoughts about wishes based on these two stories.
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